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He kept the Queen’s 


feet dry .... BUT- 


Legend has it that the courtly Sir Walter Raleigh once 
spread his handsome cloak over a mud puddle in order 
that Her Majesty, the Queen, might avoid wetting her 
royal feet. 


Much as we may commend Sir Walter's chivalry, his 
action was incongruous. That's a term which, Mr. Noah 
Webster points out, applies to the use of things which do 
not fit together or are not adapted to each other. 


Drawing upon some of our own “incongruous” experiences 
| we occasionally wonder whether Sir Walter took his be- 
||| spattered cloak back to his tailor and reproached him for 
using inferior materials in the garment. It has happened 
|| to us. When a church goods dealer or decorator, for 
example, fashions an Altar Drapery from a beautiful but 
delicate Allen vestment fabric, and the installation fails to 
stand up as an Altar Drapery should, on whom, do you 
suppose, the blame is assessed? You have already 
guessed. 


| 
| Every Allen fabric is scientifically made to meet a specific 
| liturgical need. Our Drapery materials are so labeled; 
and our vestment materials are clearly identified as vest- 
ment fabrics. When used for the specific purposes for 
which they were loomed, we guarantee that they will give 

|| their users one hundred per cent satisfaction because they 
are the finest liturgical fabrics woven anywhere in the 
world. 


The moral is: Never attempt to install a Ford engine in a 
Cadillac chassis. It would be incongruous! 
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highest Church authorities chose 
the ‘“‘Basilican’’ for the North 
American College at Rome. The 
ultimate benefit is, however, that 
NOW your church may have this 
same faultless instrument. 


Write for details today, to: 








SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, Inc., 104C Carillon Hill, Sellersville, Pa. 


*"Basilican” —“Carillonic Bells”—‘‘ Coronation” are trademarks 
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Hysterical Headlines 


By JOHN B. SHEERIN, C.S.P. 


i OLDER, an _ old-time 
newspaper editor, said: “If I were do- 
ing it over, I would have handled the 
matter differently. I was vicious. I 
would have stayed cool. People don’t 
get angry just because an editor does. 
I would not have scolded and preached. 
I would have let the facts talk for 
themselves” (Editor & Publisher: 
Nov. 26, 1932). 

Our American Press is the freest in 
the world. We have good reason to be 
proud of its tradition of independence; 
some of us, however, are concerned 
about the hysterical spasms which cer- 
tain secular editors are undergoing to- 
day. We hope they will soon recover 
their sanity and their sense of humor. 
We hope they will let the facts speak 
for themselves. 


AS IT HAPPENED AND AS REPORTED 
—SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE 


It’s an old and laudable American 
custom to criticize the Press. It’s good 
for a newspaper’s circulation, keeps 
the editor from getting hardening of 
the arteries, and it helps his soul. 
Lately, however, the tempo of criticism 
has stepped up very surprisingly. 
Chiefly responsible, I believe, has been 
the televised presentation of the 
Stevens-McCarthy fracas. For the 
first time in history, the American 
people could see the news happening. 
What surprised and irked them was 


that the next morning’s paper gave a 
different story from what they had 
seen with their own eyes. 

Now it is perfectly proper and, in- 
deed, most desirable that certain news- 
paper editors carry on a_ crusade 
against Senator McCarthy. A vigilant 
press is necessary in a democracy, and 


if an editor is convinced that a public 


official is a public menace, then he 
should be aggressive in defending the 
country against the menace. But he 
must abide by the rules, and the pri- 
mary rule is to tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth. “Truth 
in journalism,” said Cardinal Spellman 
in a talk at Columbia University (Nov. 
9, 1951), “means reporting facts—and 
by facts I mean truth unmixed with 
falsehood, unvarnished by fancy or 
fantasy.” 

Now, my contention is that certain 
editors have crusaded so intemperately 
against the Wisconsin Senator that 
they have given a grossly false per- 
spective on the whole question of un- 
covering subversives. They have made 
out Senator McCarthy as a _ worse 
menace than Molotov and they have 
thereby distracted attention from the 
real danger. We Catholics are free to 
take sides for or against Senator Mc- 
Carthy: the merits or demerits of his 
character or career are irrelevant to 
the purpose of this article. But even 
the bitterest foe of McCarthy would 
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not be able to alter the fact that Com- 
munism is the menace. Any editor who 
minimizes the Soviet danger by exag- 
gerating the McCarthy danger is out- 
rageously distorting the truth. 

Philip M. Brown, former professor 
of International Law at Princeton, 
wrote a letter to the New York Times 
(June 27, 1954) in which he protested 
against this diversion of public atten- 
tion away from the Communists in our 
midst and toward one lone Senator. 
He claimed the responsibility for this 
state of affairs lay in the Press: spe- 
cifically, the journalists who are sup- 
posed to supply unadorned facts. He 
complained that reporters are no 
longer objective. 


“They color facts with their own 


opinions, individual interpretations, . 


inadequate historical knowledge and 
prejudices. We are lectured to, ex- 
horted and subjected to pontifical 
judgments. And editorial comment 
too often only echoes the journal- 
ists.” 

THE PROFOUND MORALITY OF 
“TIT FOR TAT” 


Speaking before his colleagues, Sena- 
tor Hickenlooper also rebuked the Press 
recently: 

“T think it is ominous when those who 
decry methods of insinuation and the 
blasting of characters and reputa- 
tions on the part of others, them- 
selves use such innuendo and un- 
founded rumor as the truth in their 
attempts to attack those whom they 
do not personally like and whom they 
would like personally to destroy.” 

He was referring to a widely-circu- 
lated newspaper report that Admiral 
Strauss, chairman of the Atomic Energy 
Commission, had installed a recording 
device to take down everything said at 
the meetings of the Commission. Dr. 
Oppenheimer’s supporters claimed that 
Strauss and perhaps the majority of 
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the Gray panel (which condemned Op- 
penheimer) had relied on malicious 
gossip and hearsay obtained via the 
recording device. 

The fact was that Admiral Strauss, 
on taking over as chairman, had found 
a recording device in his office and 
promptly proceeded to have it ripped 
out; then he announced that there would 
be no secret recordings as long as he 
was chairman. In his June 11th column 
in the New York Times, Arthur Krock 
admitted the Press does circulate some 
unverified and derogatory rumors as 
fact, but retorted that Hickenlooper 
could find even more of that practice 
in the Senate itself, notably in the per- 
son of Senator McCarthy. 


SINCERITY NOT AN 
EPISTEMOLICAL NORM 


I don’t want to be unfair to the Press. 
Here in America, I think the Press has 
been eminently fair to the Catholic 
Church, and we are grateful. In the 
present instance, its shortcomings are 
due not to malice or deliberate distor- 
tion of truth, but to an excess of civic 
virtue. Some editors are so sincerely 
convinced of the dangers of MeCarthy- 
ism that they have become blind to the 
dangers of Communism. Bred in a 
Liberal school of devotion to unre- 
stricted liberty, they hate with a fierce 
hate any curtailment of liberty such as 
is suggested by the idea of an Investi- 
gating Committee. 

The reason why they are distorting 
the news is that their perspective is dis- 
torted. They are sincere, but, after all, 
some of the most frightful tragedies of 
history have been brought about by 
men of sincerity. Their mental per- 
spective dictates their organization of 
the news. In his Liberty and the News, 
Walter Lippman says that the news of 
the day as it comes into an editorial 
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office is a medley of fact, propaganda, 
rumor, suspicion and fears, and that 
the task of selecting and organizing 
that news is one of the sacred offices in 
a democracy. 

Will the editor organize the news 
honestly and give to each item its just 
proportion of space? Probably he will 
try to be honest, but he works under 
the pressure of his own attitudes and 
presuppositions. Lippman says that 
once you know “the party and social 
affiliations of a newspaper,” then you 
ean predict with reasonable accuracy 
the perspective in which the news will 
be displayed. 

The good editor, then, has to be on 
his guard against the little green devils 
of influence: the influence of his family 
and friends, of deep-rooted prejudices 
due to his education, of fellow-members 
of his lodge, of advertisers and em- 
ployer. 


INFORM—NOT REFORM! 


Above all, he has to control the temp- 
tation to be a reformer. His job is to 
inform, not to reform. If his facts help 
to bring about reform of scme social or 
political evil, so much the better. But 
his main task is to inform, not reform 
the public. In the game of “Truth and 
Consequences,” let him take care of 
truth and the consequences will take 
care of themselves. 

Once the crusading spirit gets into an 
editor, he has to struggle to keep it in 
its place. Intoxicated by the heady 
wine of moral indignation and right- 
eousness, he forgets all else but the 
cause. All that matters to him is the 
success of the cause, and it is a lesson 
of history that idealists are often ruth- 
less men. Idealistice Communists see 
the goal of paradise on earth and they 
will not scruple about breaking heads 
and violating treaties if these actions 


will help in achieving the goal. But the 
editor must keep cool in order to keep 
his sense of proportion—another name 
for a sense of humor. Otherwise, his 
readers will get nothing but reams of 
reading matter about the cause. 


FREEDOM TO DISTORT? 


Let me illustrate by an example. 
Last July, Father Robert C. Hartnett, 
S.J., editor of America, delivered a talk 
on academie freedom and civil liberties 
as involved in Congressional Investiga- 
tions. Not once did he allude to Sena- 
tor McCarthy in his talk. In the ques- 
tion period that followed, he off- 
handedly criticized McCarthy’s anti- 
Communism. The headline the next 
day in the New York Times ran: “Mce- 
Carthy Attacked By Catholic Editor.” 
In the news write-up, only one sentence 
was given to Father Hartnett’s talk. 

The America editor then wrote a 
letter to the New York Times in which 
he asked: “Is a newspaper justified 

. in reporting only . . . the remarks 
of a speaker which happen to coincide 
with its own editorial position? . . 
Secondly, has not a newspaper some 
obligation to give a fairly balanced ac- 
count of a talk?” The New York 
Times admitted “incomplete reporting 
and editing,” but denied that the re- 
porting was slanted toward its own 
editorial position. The Wall Street 
Journal said that Father Hartnétt’s 
protest was “well-taken.” 

The New York Times has given ex- 
cellent coverage to Catholic news, 
especially news from the Vatican. 
Lately, some of its advertisements have 
been in deplorable taste, but, as a gen- 
eral rule, the Times is a pleasant con- 
trast to those yellow journals which 
exploit sex and murder in headlines 


1 Cf. Time, 3 Aug., 1953. 
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and in pictures that leave nothing to 
the imagination. Indeed, it is the very 
prestige of the New York Times that 
makes its present hysteria so lament- 
able. 

Look at the ridiculous statements in- 
spired by the crusading spirit of the 
New York Times. For instance: 

“Let us give Mr. McCarthy the bene- 

fit of every doubt. Let us assume 

that he is not moved by lust for 
power. Let us assume that it is not 
the love of publicity, the desire to 
strut before the cameras, that has 
led him to the place and position he 


” 


now occupies.’ 
Surely, this kind of cheap insinuation 
is beneath the dignity of the Times. 
No editor needs to stoop to conquer. 


TECHNIQUES OF DISTORTING 


Or consider this example of overstat- 
ing your case: 


“The Wisconsin Senator has suc- 

ceeded in creating a situation in 

which anyone who doesn’t like him, 
anyone who doesn’t say what Mr. 

McCarthy wants him to say, anyone 

who is even mildly liberal, one might 

almost say anyone who is normally 
intelligent and can read, is under 
suspicion.” 

A crusader tends to become a “propa- 
gandist.” In his enthusiasm for the 
cause, a crusading reporter or editor too 
often uses consciously or unconsciously 
the devices of propaganda. The In- 
stitute of Propaganda Analysis in 1937 
listed seven propaganda devices: 1) 
name-calling, 2) glittering generalities, 
3) transfer, 4) testimonial, 5) plain 
folks, 6) card-stacking, 7) band-wagon. 
Some of these are frequently found in 
the Press today. 

Name-calling, for instance, is effec- 
tive because it distracts a reader from 
the real issues and the real facts, and 


* Editorial, 30 May, 1954. 
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turns his attention to a_ personality. 
Then the argument degenerates into a 
matter of sheer emotion. The honest 
man-in-the-street is easily taken by 
this trick: he says it is “calling a spade 
a spade.” 

It’s so easy to call a man a “Grand 
Inquisitor,” a “Hitler,” a “bleeding- 
heart,” a “do-gooder,”’ a “book- 
burner.” The N. Y. Teacher News, 
ardent enemy of Congressional investi- 
gators, recently told of an Isaae Sperber 
who had been questioned about his 
political associations. Said the N. Y. 
Teacher News: 


“For Mr. Sperber this was the ques- 
tion that Hitler once asked, the ques- 
tion that turned Germany into a 
nation of goose-stepping barbarians, 
where culture and learning were 
stifled ...” 

Remarkable how a simple question can 

be transformed into a discussion of 

Hitler’s iniquity! 

Another favorite of editorial propa- 
gandists is the testimonial. We have 
a right to expect a newspaper to keep 
its opinions out of the news columns; 
we expect it to air its opinions very 
aggressively in the editorial columns. 
But editorials ought to be above the 
chicanery of propaganda tricks. The 
testimonial is one of the most annoying 
of these devices. To bolster up a weak 
‘ause, an editor may attempt to cite 
Lincoln in support of his stand. (If we 
are accustomed to reading many news- 
papers, it is bewildering to find Lincoln 
quoted for and against the same cause 
in different newspapers.) During the 
Spanish civil war, the American friends 
of Spanish Communists named a volun- 
teer brigade “The Lincoln Brigade”; 
then, of course, there is the radical 
Jefferson School in New York. When 
we come across a quotation from Lin- 
coln we might remember 1) that he 
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lived in another age, 2) that the devil 
can quote Scripture to his own ad- 
vantage, and 3) that Sterne hit it right 
when he said: “The excellency of this 
text is that it will suit any sermon.” 


NEED FOR SELF-DISCIPLINE 
WITHIN THE PRESS 


Journalists who object to smears and 
insinuations and character assassina- 
tion should make sure that they are 
above suspicion in these matters. It is 
particularly annoying to find a “holier 
than thou” person who stoops to the 
very tricks he condemns. Caesar’s wife 
should be above reproach; likewise an 
ex-President’s wife, especially if she de- 
plores “s For instance, Mrs. 


” 


smears. 
Roosevelt once wrote that “smearing” 
a good person like Alger Hiss was un- 
forgivable. Later, in her column of 
June 10, 1953, she claimed that Budenz 
had “smeared” the reputations of Earl 
Harrison and Clarence Pickett. As a 
matter of fact, he had never accused 
these men, but it took Mrs. Roosevelt 


In the next H P R issue 


six weeks to acknowledge her own error. 

In 1923 a code was written for Ameri- 
can journalism by the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors. Mr. Henry R. 
Luce recently said that as far as he 
knew, with one ineffective exception, 
not a single editor or other journalist 
had ever been called to account on the 
basis of the code. Does that.mean that 
the American Press needs some kind 
of official governmental control? Per- 
ish the thought! The remedy would be 
worse than the disease. I believe that 
the American journalist’s sense of 
humor will eventually shake him out 
of this present hysteria. All he needs 
is a little humility. 

As Walter Lippman wrote thirty- 
four years ago: 


“We shall advance when we have 
learned humility; when we have 
learned to seek the truth, to reveal 
it and publish it; when we care more 
for that than for the privilege of 
arguing about ideas in a fog of un- 
certainty.” 





Happiness. 


a true worship of a false god. 





With his last two articles, The Virtue of Patriotism and Hysterical Head- 
lines, Father John B. Sheerin, C.S.P., in effect exposed the present-day 
tragic impatience with defining terms. Next month, Father Sheerin, in his 
article Witchcraft and Happiness focuses his attention on the latest pro- 
nunciamento of Philip Wylie. Wylie is, of course, not the sole target; those 
within his humanistic framework come under the analysis of Witchcraft and 


“This is certainly training your big guns on a rabbit. Mao and his 
gang have taken half of Korea, half of Indo-China, and bid fair to - 
annex Formosa and Burma and a few other nations. The European 
Defense Community seems doomed. 
divorce, birth-control, juvenile delinquency are rife in America—but 
Wylie focuses his attention on superstition.” 


Very neatly pointed out in this article is that Christianity has rid people 
of superstitions with more success than in ridding them of pride and lust 
and covetousrfess. “Wrapped in the cobwebs of Victorian materialism,” 
Father Sheerin points out that the real idolatry, the real subservience to 
magic, “the real superstitions come from those who feel that civilization 
and happiness may be found in material achievement alone,” for theirs is 


Cancer, heart-disease, polio; 
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Diagnosis and Treatment 
of Scruples 


By H. MARTINDALE, Ph.L., S.T.L. 


N. OTHER PSYCHIC affliction has 
more effect on the religious and mental 
life than the state of scruples. This 
state of mind and soul presents a great 
deal of difficulties for the confessor and 
demands great care and caution, espe- 
cially at the very beginning. The 
spiritual state of the scrupulous is the 
result of disorders of the nervous and 
psychic system, requiring the care of 
both psychiatrist and priest. In most 
cases, it is dangerous to consider it only 
as a religious state and to treat it 
purely from the moral and pastoral 
theology textbooks. We can safely say 
that scruples are chiefly mental in their 
origin and that the spiritual state of 
scruples is less common than the ma- 
jority of confessors would believe. 


WHO MAY FRUITFULLY ADVISE? 


While it is a fact that the scrupulous 
state can be a state of spiritual trial— 
as we see exemplified in the lives of the 
saints—for the greater purification of 
the soul and increase in the spirit of 
faith, scruples are, for the most part, 
harmful to souls. It is a state which is 
morbid, typically psychic, and one that 
can be recognized as such. Even in 
those cases of what we might call 
“spiritual scruples,” where scruples are 
the means of advancement in holiness, 
we can rightly say that it is not the 
scruple that is the cause of progress in 
the way of holiness, but rather the effect 
of the director and the obedience shown 
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by the serupulous person to direction. 
No less an authority than St. Alphonsus 
tells us quite plainly: ‘Nothing is more 
harmful to the soul which aspires to 
God than scruples.” It is then an ob- 
stacle to perfection, for the combating 
of which we must find out every remedy. 

Too often the scrupulous are mis- 
judged, half understood and, in con- 
sequence, badly treated. They receive 
very little sympathy and understanding 
from their friends and neighbors, be- 
cause the superficial observer hardly 
understands the extent to which they 
suffer. If they do not receive help and 
understanding from the priest, then 
their state will be a perilous one indeed. 
We can only create a state of great 
anxiety and mistrust together with still 
more scruples if our knowledge is un- 
certain and our approach to them un- 
certain. Far better not to attempt to 
deal with the scrupulous person at all, 
than to attempt to heal the uncertain- 
ties with uncertainty. The first prin- 
ciple in dealing with the scrupulous is 
not to deal with them unless we feel 
capable of doing so. The second prin- 
ciple is perseverance in a work which 
requires patience and understanding. 

In this age of nervous tension, the 
number of scrupulous souls is increas- 
ing, so that we should be well equipped 
to deal with them. The study of psy- 
chology during the last forty years has 
done much to clarify the position and 
to enable us to see more clearly the 
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symptoms of scrupulosity and the dif- 
ferences between it and other mental 
disorders, namely, melancholia, hys- 
teria, dementia praecox. While we do 
not all feel capable of dealing with the 
scrupulous soul, we should be able to 
avoid the elementary mistake of treat- 
ing the penitent for the wrong ailment. 


DEFINITION OF SCRUPLES 


The aim of this short article is to give 
a reasonable definition of the state of 
scrupulous persons, to mark the easily 
recognizable differences between this 
state and other mental disorders akin to 
it, the symptoms we can find and the 


treatment we can administer. Then 
follows the third principle. If the 


symptoms go beyond those described, 
or our efforts to help do not have their 
desired effect, then we must enlist the 
aid of the medical man. 

According to St. Alphonsus: 


Conscientia scrupulosa est ea quae 
ob levia motiva absque rationabili 
fundamento (scrupulus est enim 
inanis apprehensio) saepe formidat 
de peccato ubi revera non est. 


Scruples, then, come from fear without 
real motive, a state of soul which makes 
the soul fear, on account of futile and 
unreasonable motives, that it has com- 
mitted sin where there is no real sin at 
all. This habitual fear generates a 
moral insecurity which makes it see evil 
where there is none. An ever increasing 
number of worries and anxieties arise. 
This habitual fear, a genuine character- 
istic of scruples, causes constant hesita- 
tion in action, a muddle of self-accusa- 
tions, often about the most minute de- 
tails, the frequent return to past con- 
fessions, faults badly explained, forgot- 
ten, ete. The conscience is so dom- 
inated by this irrational fear that the 
scrupulous person is almost entirely 
prevented from judging normally and 


naturally its own actions, much less its 
own thoughts. Here let it be noted that 
the scrupulous conscience is completely 
different from the pious conscience, 
which is delicate and exact, like a finely 
balanced instrument, which judges 
neatly and precisely even on the finer 
points of morality, the correct manner 
of procedure, and then acts accordingly 
without any qualms. 

Certainly, scrupulosity ought to be 
considered as an illness, although this 
aspect should not be exaggerated; nor 
should it be looked upon as the exclu- 
sive prerogative of the moral theologian 
and spiritual director. If there is not 
the slightest sign of slow but sure prog- 
ress, then there is need of medical help 
—this when the scrupulous person is 
making a real effort. Careful scrutiny 
of various cases will reveal that there 
are traces of phobias and obsessions; 
but it cannot be too emphatically 
stressed that these traces are not essen- 
tial elements of scrupulosity, although 
they have served to cloud the issue for 
some modern psychiatrists who give 
more attention to these signs and de- 
duce that’ there is either a doubt com- 
plex or a fear complex, and treat the pa- 
tient accordingly—sometimes with dis- 
astrous results. It is much better, even 
from the purely psychiatric point of 
view, to consider scrupulosity as a 
malady apart. 


MELANCHOLIA 


First of all, let us see what clear dif- 
ferences exist between scrupulosity and 
the three mental sicknesses mentioned. 
Melancholia in all its stages can be di- 
agnosed and separated from scrupulos- 
ity. In the ordinary examples, we shall 
notice that the similarities are mostly 
superficial. Both are cases of anxious, 
sad souls, unable to judge in a sensible 
fashion between cause and effect. But 
this lack of balanced judgment is evi- 
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dently different. The scrupulous one is 
always minute in his examination of 
motive and causes and is certainly 
worried about some particular fact or 
fancy; he fears he may have committed 
sin in this particular case, searches for 
its origin, and hopes to escape from it. 
The scrupulous person gets no morbid 
enjoyment from his state of soul. Not 
so with the melancholic. His anxiety 
is vague, his sadness completely ego- 
tistic, his anxiety embraces almost 
everything. He is not worried about 
motives, is much more concerned about 
his own miserable state of sadness, and 
has practically no desire to escape and 
be free from it. In a way, he is happy 
being generally miserable. It can and 
does happen that there is a link between 
the scrupulous and the melancholic. 
Seruples may have had their origin in 
a state of melancholia. If we discover 
a previous history (either personal or 
family) of melancholia, the case will 
be very much more difficult and will re- 
quire more time and patience. 


HYSTERIA AND DEMENTIA 
PRAECOX 


Other cases of scrupulosity show signs 
very like those of hysteria, but if we 
remember that a lessened conscience 
and considerably lessened realization of 
right and wrong is a mark of hysteria, 
we can readily distinguish the two. In 
scrupulosity there is a deepening of the 
sense of right and wrong; conscience is 
more than usually acute. Furthermore 
the person who shows signs of hysteria 
shows signs of extreme feelings of love 
and detestation, whereas the scrupu- 
lous hardly knows what to like and dis- 
like. 

Scrupulosity often has a place in 
cases of dementia praecox, which can 
make it rather difficult to distinguish 
between the two. It will help if we 
remember that dementia praecox is well 
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within the ambit of psychosis, is a 
definite trouble complete in_ itself, 
centered almost entirely on its own 
trouble, and complete within its own 
psychological mechanism and actively 
engaged therein. The scrupulous is 
much more of the psychasthenic and 
only incipient neurotic. If, in our deal- 
ings with a person, we see signs, not 
only of scrupulosity, but a tendency to- 
ward dementia praecox and a preoccu- 
pation with one particular trouble, then 
the person has more need of medical at- 
tention than spiritual. 

What causes scruples? Are we to 
find their cause and origin in some par- 
ticular disorder, or do they even have 
a common cause? Can we trace among 
the varied physiological and psycho- 
logical signs . . . nervous debility, head- 
aches, fatigue and sleeplessness, diges- 
tive disorders, circulation troubles, real 
obsessions, involuntary movements of 
the body, incapacity of judgment and 
unbalanced sense of reality, upset of the 
intellectual and emotional faculties? 
Among all these, is there a common 
cause? 


FREUD ON SCRUPLES 


Freud names fear and anguish as the 
root cause of all the other symptoms. 
He maintains that the anguish of mind 
and the object of this anguish are not 
connected in reality and, therefore, the 
scrupulous has an irrational fear. This 
irrational fear must have had its origin 
in a real fear, now past and gone, but 
once again showing itself unconsciously 
in the state of scrupulosity. Therefore, 
the real object of fear must be found. 
He searches for this in the sex life 
principally. Secrupulousness is, for him, 
something chiefly of the sexual order. 
Its cure—psychoanalysis. This emo- 
tional theory and its cure certainly does 
not give us a complete explanation of 
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the origin of scruples. It is not true in 
practice that fear is always the deter- 
mining factor in scruples—far from it! 
Nor does this theory give any explana- 
tion for the emotional side of the cbses- 
sions. We do often find these emo- 
tional and affective states of mind in 
cases which have no relation to scruples. 

The theory that obsessions are the 
chief cause of scruples has very few 
supporters today, since the theory that 
obsession is the primary (all other 
symptoms being secondary) presup- 
poses that obsession is the first to make 
its appearance. This is not always the 
case; very often it follows other symp- 
toms. 





THE PSYCHASTHENIC THEORY 


This theory is simply that in man 
there is a definite hierarchy of psychic 
tension and psychic symptoms which 
indicate these. In the scrupulous per- 
son these symptoms are disturbed and 
disjointed, indicating that the activity 
of the psychic functions are strongly 
diminished. The scrupulous feels his 
own consciousness and power of atten- 
tion perceptibly weakened and con- 
stantly distracted; psychic tension is 
so weakened that a sense of impotence, 
powerlessness, and hopelessness is pro- 
duced. This change in the psychic life 
causes obsessions, psychic weakness, 
and its own particular type of psy- 
chasthenia. The abnormal state of the 
scrupulous is not so much the result of 
bad influence of reality on the subject, 
but rather the incapacity of the subject 
to react in a reasonable manner to 
reality. We may see in the scrupulous 
a certain infantile type of conscience— 
an adult with the conscience of a child. 
In all cases there is the softness of will 
combined with a real psychic weakness. 
Taken all in all, the psychasthenic 
theory is the most reasonable basis on 
which to act. 


God does sometimes permit a soul to 
be tried with scruples. This can with- 
out much difficulty be recognized as a 
pure conflict of the soul, whereby it is 
given a more profound fear and sense 
of sin and the spirit of faith and virtue 
of obedience is strengthened. In most 
cases, the person himself is the cause of 
his own scruples. Surroundings, faulty 
education, an imprudent severity on the 
part of parents, false moral principles, 
the cultivation of feelings of inferiority, 
a narrow and strict education, igno- 
rance of the difficulties of everyday life 
—all these can be the causes of scruples. 
With this formidable list, it is reason- 
able that we should exercise great care 
in the very beginning and realize that 
scrupulosity is a condition which can 
have very serious consequences. Only 
careful treatment combined with pa- 
tience will effect a cure. Our aim in 
direction is to rebuild the shattered 
spiritual life, restore order and tran- 
quility to a chaotic conscience, and lift 
them up from the terrible semi-despair, 
which constantly tells them, “you will 
never be able to rid yourself of this sin.” 


IN THE CONFESSIONAL 


We should first, once and for all, 
allow the scrupulous to give a detailed 
—it does not matter how long and com- 
plicated it may be—story of his 
troubles. Listen to it without interrup- 
tions, even if it needs more than’ one 
confession. This full recital is abso- 
lutely essential, because we cannot con- 
vince the scrupulous person that we un- 
derstand unless we have heard every- 
thing, nor can we have his confidence. 
Unless we have his confidence, we can- 
not ask for his obedience. Then our 
inquiries should be careful and minute 
to determine the nature of the scruple, 
as scruples vary greatly in degree ac- 
cording to age, education, upbringing, 
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length of time, ete. Religious education 
may have been distorted, especially with 
regard to the knowledge of mortal and 
venial sin. It is not improbable that 
the adult has never been shown how to 
make an adult confession. 

When we are sufficiently sure of the 
precise nature of these scruples, then 
we should tell the person that he is 
scrupulous and that, like a nearsighted 
man, his vision of sin is distorted. Em- 
phasize that his scruples are temporary 
and can be removed. Remember, it is 
not so much a question of enlightening 
the intelligence as of taking away false 
fears and giving confidence and courage 
and calm to the soul. We have to 
change a spiritual introvert into a 
spiritual extrovert. Encouragement, 
even in the smallest things is of the 
greatest help to enable the scrupulous 
to abandon himself completely to the 
direction of his confessor. He should 
be encouraged to hope and trust in God 
and make frequent acts of hope. 


TOWARD OBEDIENCE 
IN THE PENITENT 


The task of imposing obedience is a 
slow and difficult one. The confessor’s 
directions must be simple and straight- 
forward, without any explanations or 
additions which could give rise to fur- 
ther scruples. He should not give the 
reasons for his decisions; they are only 
an occasion of doubt for the scrupulous 
and tend to give the impression of lack 
of confidence in one’s own judgment. 
An order once given should not be re- 
scinded lightly, for this would create 
the unhappy impression that the 
scruples are reflected even in the mind 
of the director. On the other hand, a 
constant repetition of the same order— 
often in different words—will eventually 
have its effect. It is a mistake to en- 
courage the scrupulous to meet his 
scruples face to face, and so weaken 
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his psychic energy that he loses heart. 
He must be taught to attack them in- 
directly, to neglect them, ignore them 
as much as possible, to fly from them 
as one would avoid bad thoughts. The 
scrupulous is often incapable of not 
thinking about his scruples as they 
constantly surge into the mind, but he 
can be encouraged repeatedly to pass 
them by, to cut them as one would do 
an unwelcome acquaintance. The di- 
rector must also treat these scruples in 
the same way. 

To pass over scruples is not simply 
an “ought”; it is a “must” for the 
scrupulous person. More often than 
not, he will fail in this, in which case 
the director will ignore his scrupulous 
thoughts for him, telling him quite 
plainly, “I take full responsibility for 
your conscience; you must humble 
yourself in God’s sight and do just what 
you are told to do. You can not come 
to any harm if you obey for God’s 
sake.” 

Because the will is weak and ob- 
scured through the faulty judgments of 
the conscience, the director must aim 
to restore strength to the will and make 
the mind more tuned to everyday 
reality. He should be encouraged to 
interest himself in reasonable recrea- 
tions and any kind of occupation which 
will distract him from his own state 
and lead him back to the everyday 
world. Anything which will prevent 
him from spending his time alone with 
his scruples is beneficial. 


STEP BY STEP TO HAPPINESS 


In the confessional, then the director 
must give the scrupulous penitent the 
opportunity, once and for all, of making 
a full and complete account of every- 
thing which is troubling him. This 
lengthy (and often tedious) exposition 
of the past, is necessary because it will 
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give the penitent the very solid comfort 
of knowing that the director knows 
everything, which is the beginning of 
his confidence. It will give the director 
a good indication of the state of mind 
and soul. 

The director’s first task is to assure 
the penitent that he is understood, and 
then he is to be convinced that obedi- 
ence is his sole duty. He should be 
reminded of the source of all authority, 
Christ, the power of the Sacrament of 
Penance. 

The next step is to calm the penitent. 
This should be comparatively easy with 
regard to what is past. The penitent is 
forbidden either to think upon or to 
re-examine the past. That which has 
been absolved is over and done with and 
is entirely the director’s responsibility. 
It is obvious that, at first, the serupulous 
penitent will not have sufficient strength 
of will to obey completely, and, there- 
fore, the director must be content with 
some definite effort, provided there is 
evidence of an effort being made. 
Every effort should receive the greatest 
possible encouragement. 

After the first “general” confession, 
the only matter for confession must be 
that concerning the immediate past in 
which the penitent is given very simple 
principles of conscience to help him 
avoid any complicated reasoning with 
his own conscience. He should be told 
that only clear evidence of sin ought to 
be considered, only that evidence which 
is absolutely clear and convincing at 
very first sight. Unless he recognized 
it immediately as being certainly sinful, 
he must ignore it. Whenever the peni- 
tent doubts the evidence of the action 
being a sin, then there is none. In dubio 
standum est pro statu scrupuloso. Some 
authors even go so far as to say that the 
evidence of sin must be such that the 
scrupulous person could take his oath 
on it. 


SLOWLY AND CALMLY 


In a matter of purity, the scrupulous 
penitent should not disturb himseif 
about it, unless he is certain, at first 
sight, that it is a mortal sin. He should 
not occupy his mind unduly on this, and 
his director, once he knows his penitent, 
will not react to any confessions of this 
kind. Nor should the director em- 
barrass the penitent with too many 
questions. This will only serve to con- 
fuse the penitent and give rise to further 
scruples. Once the director knows his 
penitent, he will tell him to go ahead 
without any regard to these appear- 
ances and without any fear of appear- 
ances. He must be taught to disregard 
appearances, not to examine himself on 
these particular cases of his anxiety, 
nor to mention them in the confessional. 
He must be content to examine his con- 
science only on those points which do 
not cause him anxiety, and ignore his 
scruples in the confessional. Many au- 
thors are so convinced of this that they 
do not hesitate to stress the fact that a 
confession which is incomplete is cer- 
tainly preferable to the danger which a 
more complete but scrupulous confes- 
sion has for the spiritual life. When, 
however, the scrupulous is so tortured 
by doubts and anxieties that he simply 
cannot prevent himself from saying 
something about them, then the director 
will allow him in a general manner to 
accuse himself against a commandment, 
“as far as God sees me guilty.” 

Only a light penance should be given. 
A severe penance would give the im- 
pression that the director agrees en- 
tirely with the scrupulous penitent’s 
consciousness of his own guilt. There 
should not be too much insistence on 
contrition, but rather the penitent 
should be encouraged to remain peace- 
fully trusting in God who will surely 
give his consolation to those who trust. 
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DANGER IN FREQUENT CHANGE 
OF DIRECTORS 


No matter how he feels about ap- 
proaching the altar, the scrupulous per- 
son must obey his director. In receiv- 
ing the Blessed Sacrament, whether he 
experiences it or not, he will receive his 
greatest strength. As to other means of 
sanctification, those exercises of piety 
which are inclined to make him intro- 
spective should not be recommended. 
Other exercises should be encouraged 
and persevered with, even though they 
have been occasions of scruples, in 
every case except the most extreme 
ones where the director sees that 
scruples are increasing from these exer- 
cises. Mortification is essential. 

We must remember that as from “re- 
ligion,” or rather a distorted religious 
mentality, scrupulousness may arise, so 
it must eventually find its return to 


that consolation not always to be found 
anywhere else. The final cure comes 
from religion. Here, if ever, is the ab- 
solute need for clear and strong spiritual 
direction, even for those who have been 
clinically treated. No cure is complete 
without the priest, and, for the serupu- 
lous, once he has found the priest who 
merits his confidence, he may have a 
long and hard struggle, but he will con- 
tinue to make progress. For the priest, 
he must insist on the habit of consult- 
ing one director. The greatest harm 
can be done by constantly changing 
confessors. It is of the greatest im- 
portance that, be it ever so long, the 
scrupulous souls be under the firm and 
continued direction of one confessor. 
Better never to begin direction than to 
abandon a scrupulous soul to the con- 
stant journeying from confessional to 
confessional with the same interminable 


weight of imaginary doubts, woes and 
fears. In such lies the greatest danger 
to mental and spiritual health. 


strength of mind and soul. Even from 
the psychological point of view, the 
scrupulous person will find in religion 


In the next H P R issue 


When Tue HomiLetic AND PastoraL Review heard of the great success 
of the Symposium for Preachers conducted by De Paul University some 
months ago, we contacted the Chairman, Father William T. Powers, C.M., 
Ph.D., Dean of the university college. Our purpose was to seek to bring 
to the attention of our readers, here and abroad, a plan which did work 
and the details which went into planning this symposium. Father Powers 
was more than gracious in submitting his article outlining the origin and 
development of this appreciated venture. 

Historically, the funds for the symposium were left by the will of a 
Mrs. Maria Rose Burns, herself a public speaker and forensics teacher of 
note, in the name of her brother who died when a young seminarian. 

Father Powers and his assistants had to face some downriglit practical 
problems: the time of the year, the length and content of the symposium. 
Because of the tremendous demands on the time of the priests in the area, 
these factors took the most planning. On the content of the program, the 
planners knew that priests would appreciate help in sermons for the 
loftiest of occasions to the casual address—and for the children’s Mass. 
In addition to seeking experts for the faculty, clinical sessions were planned. 
This is a very sketchy outline of what we consider an article which may 
be the inspiration for a number of other areas where priests are anxious 
to continue their work toward more effectively communicating the word 


of God. 
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Chapters from the Gospel of 
St. John 


VI. The Divine Quartermaster 


By ERNEST GRAF, O.S.B. 


As THE SHADOWS began to 
lengthen on the last evening of our 
Lord’s mortal life, Jesus left the hospit- 
able dwelling of His friends at Bethany 
and entered the Holy City for the last 
time. Escorted by the disciples, with 
the exception, no doubt, of the two He 
had sent ahead to make all things ready 
for the feast, He repaired to the house 
in which He intended to institute the 
Pasch of the New Law—the Pasch at 
which, instead of the flesh of a dumb 
animal, the guests were to partake of 
His own immortal and immortality- 
bestowing flesh and blood. The last 
meal which Master and disciples were 
to take together was seasoned by Him 
with a series of discourses which, more 
than any other utterances of His, en- 
able us to gauge the strength as well 
as the tenderness of His emotions in 
this supreme hour. On no previous oc- 
easion had He poured out His heart 
with such abandon as on this night. 


THIS TYPE OF MESSIAH UNWANTED 


The Apostles may not have been par- 
ticularly sensitive to public opinion, but 
they were not unobservant. They were 
aware of the danger their Master was 
running, as we gather from St. Thomas’s 
call to his companions when Jesus an- 
nounced in Perea that He must re- 
turn to Judea: “Let us also go,” 
Thomas said, “that we may die with 


him” (John xi: 16). There was no 
longer any doubt but that the leaders 
of the nation, those the common people 
looked up to, did not accept Jesus’ claim 
to be the Messiah. Even if these men 
were expecting a Messiah—which is 
doubtful—they had no use for one like 
Jesus of Nazareth whose teaching and 
entire attitude were the very antithesis 
of their aspirations. On this night the 
unusual solemnity with which Jesus 
spoke, the atmosphere of mystery which 
surrounded the scene, could only add 
fuel to the general anxiety. The 
strange existence that had been theirs 
ever since they had thrown in their lot 
with Jesus, had reached a climax. A 
crisis was impending. Their counte- 
nances betrayed their uneasiness. As a 
matter of fact, they had good cause to 
view the immediate future with trepida- 
tion. If the Jews succeeded in laying 
hands upon their Master, they would, 
without a doubt, be involved in ‘His 
ruin. It was while they were in this 
depressed mood that the meal began. 
Toward its close Jesus suddenly rose 
from table to carry out yet another 
ritual, one that might have been more 
appropriate at the beginning. How- 
ever the supper was to be succeeded 
by another feast, one of Christ’s own 
devising, in which the soul, not the 
body, is nourished and comforted. The 
washing of the disciples’ feet was both 
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a token of affection and a profound 
lesson for all who, in the course of the 
centuries, were to partake of the mys- 
terious food which Christ gave to His 
Church through the institution of the 
Holy Eucharist. 

St. John does not describe this divine 
climax of the evening, but in chapters 
14-17 he gives us a summary of the 
discourses that accompanied it: 

Let not your heart be troubled. 

You believe in God, believe also in 

me. 

In my Father’s house there are many 

mansions: . 

If not, I would have told you, 

Because I go to prepare a place for 

you, 

And if I shall go to prepare a place 

for you, 

I will come again and will take you 

to myself, 

That where I am, you also may be. 
These touching words were spoken, in 
the first instance, to the Eleven, for by 
this time Judas had left the room and 
stepped into the night. There is more 
than meets the eye in that awful “erat 
autem nox” of the Gospel story. The 
traitor’s departure must have come as 
a relief. The presence of such a man 
‘annot but have been a sore trial to 
Him who knew the dark secrets of his 
heart. The words of Jesus on that night 
were also addressed to future genera- 
tions, even as He prayed “for them also 
who through their word shall believe 
in me.” 


COMFORT FOR ALL TIMES 


In the present context the verb “to 
believe” also has the meaning of “to 
trust.” The verb may be read as an 
imperative in both clauses of verse 1, 
but the Vulgate reads it as an indica- 
tive present in the first half and as an 
imperative in the second. Our Lord 
demands or commands faith in exactly 
the same way as the Father is entitled 
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to it. In other words, He places Him- 
self on the same level, as He did when 
He made the more formal pronounce- 
ment: “I and the Father are one.” 

Our lives are cast in an ominous pe- 
riod of the world’s history. Dark 
clouds, big with unimaginable terrors, 
sast heavy shadows on the face of the 
earth. A nameless fear pursues men in 
their waking hours and haunts their 
slumbers. What will tomorrow bring 
forth? What this very night? “Let 
not your hearts be troubled,” Jesus tells 
us, and here some Greek manuscripts 
add “nor let them be affrighted.”’ 

What now follows is of enormous in- 
terest and importance. If but acted 
upon, our Lord’s words will so 
strengthen the faith and hope of the be- 
liever as to enable him to rise above 
all his natural fears. The disciples 
realized that their Master was about 
to be taken from them. He had given 
them more than one hint to that effect, 
but at the time they either could not, 
or would not, understand. What was 
to become of them when their Master 
would have left them? 


cr 


“IN MY FATHER’S HOUSE 

THERE ARE MANY MANSIONS.” 

Jesus answers their unspoken ques- 
tioning with a promise He alone could 
make, for He alone could fulfill it. The 
promise is not for the immediate future. 
They must trust Him, not blindly 
(they had plenty of motives to justify 
such an attitude), yet: unhesitatingly. 
He would never leave them “in the 
lurch,” and, in a sense, it was only just 
that He should make provision for 
them, for had they not given up every 
worldly prospect, or at least the expec- 
tation of a tranquil, if commonplace, 
security. They must look beyond the 
present hour, beyond the present world. 

The reason for His departure is that 
He wants to prepare a place for them 
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and, as soon as ever the abode is ready, 
He will come again, call for them, so 
that they might all be together for 
ever. 

When He spoke in these terms our 
Lord made use of a particularly inter- 
esting metaphor. On other occasions, 
when describing His various activities 
on our behalf, He had compared Him- 
self to a shepherd. Of all the Gospel 
parables none has made a deeper im- 
pression on the minds of Christ’s fol- 
lowers than that of the Good Shepherd. 
I think it is correct to say that the very 
first pictorial representations of the 
Savior in the Roman catacombs show 
Him in the guise of a shepherd. In 
that parable He also speaks of Himself 
as the “Door” of the sheepfold, while, 
in chapter 16, He pictures Himself as 
“the true vine,” while His heavenly 
Father is the vine-dresser who prunes 
and cleans his vine. In the present 
text our Lord portrays Himself in the 
capacity of the quartermaster of an 
army on the march. It is that officer’s 
duty to go ahead of the troops in order 
to secure suitable billets for them. One 
of the outstanding characteristics of 
our Lord’s teaching is that He almost 
invariably conveys the sublimest truths 
by means of comparisons taken from 
daily life. He does so in the present 
instance. The comparison He uses is 
an admirable description of the role He 
took up when He withdrew His visible 
presence. He is now seated in glory at 
the Father’s right hand, but, though He 
has entered into rest, He is not inactive. 
His saving task must go on until all 
the elect shall be at last safely gathered 
where He has preceded them. His 
heavenly Father’s house is one in which 
there are many mansions. If we may 
translate the elements of the compari- 
son into modern language, we may 
view our everlasting home as one of 
those immense structures which are so 


notable a feature of our huge modern 
towns and which house a population 
equivalent to that of a small town. 
“What is Jesus doing since He returned 
to heaven?” The answer might be: 
“He is preparing an apartment, a flat, 
as we might say, in that unimaginable 
place that we call heaven. And when 
the apartment or the lodging is ready, 
He promises to call for us so that we 
may be with Him for ever. Such is His 
love for His own that He will not, be 
without them: ‘Father, I will that 
where I am, they also whom thou hast 
given me may be with me, that they 
may see my glory.’” (Jo. xvii: 24). 


OUR ABODE IS READY. ARE WE? 


But, on reflection, is it not a fact that 
the place is ready even now? For 
where is our everlasting abode if not in 
the very bosom of our heavenly Father? 
So it is not so much the dwelling that 
must be made ready as rather the oc- 
cupant who must be suitably prepared 
so as to fit him for so glorious a destiny. 
Jesus, therefore, is busy cleansing, per- 
fecting, sanctifying those for whose 
sake He suffered and died, for, in the 
words of St. John, “there shall not en- 
ter into the heavenly city anything de- 
filed, or that worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie, but only they that are 
written in the book of life of the Lamb” 
(Apoc. xxi: 27). 

Every human being is a creation 
apart. That mysterious thing, pergon- 
ality, isolates a man from all his fel- 
lows, and that in spite of the essential 
similarity of a common nature. It is 
this essential loneliness which consti- 
tutes the basis of the dignity, the im- 
measurable value of the human indi- 
vidual. In the supernatural sphere to 
which grace has raised mankind, every 
one has his distinct individuality and 
eventual destiny. Each separate in- 
dividual is called to play a distinct role, 
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to achieve a particular measure of holi- 
ness and to enjoy a special and exclu- 
sive degree of happiness hereafter. 
However, inasmuch as “God is all in 
all” (Cor. xv: 28), and because “God 
is charity,” it will come to pass that 
what they severally hold shall be com- 
mon to all,” for so does each one pos- 
sess what he has not himself when he 
loves it in another (sic enim quisque 
etiam ipse habet cum amat in altero 
quod ipse non habet). So shall there 
not be any invidiousness of unequal 
glory, since the unity of charity shall 
reign in all” (Tract 67, in Jo., transl. 
of Library of the Fathers). 

The preparation of our everlasting 
abode, therefore, is the same thing as 
the attainment of the degree of holi- 
ness to which we are predestined. 
When we reach our full spiritual sta- 
ture the place is ready because we are 
ready. Then will Jesus call for us! 

We shrink from this coming of His. 
We shudder at the thought of this sum- 
mons, even though it is His, because we 
think of it in terms of death, and we 
view death as an end, whereas it is in 
reality a beginning. We quail before 
death as we quail before the unknown. 
Yet, faith assures us that in that hour 
we need have no fear that we are step- 
ping out into a shapeless night. As the 
lantern of a lighthouse sends out long 
shafts of brightness which illumine the 
heaving sea and warn and guide the 
mariner, so does the luminous figure 
of the risen Savior beckon to us from 
afar. At death we seem to lose our 
hold on all we value; yet, how much 
we gain by our seeming loss! We part 
with friends for a while; but to what a 
glorious company we are_ invited! 
“You are come to Mount Sion, and to 
the city of the living God, and to the 
company of many thousands of Angels, 
and to the church [assembly] of the 
first-born who are written in the 
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heavens, and to God, the judge of all, 
and to the spirits of the just made per- 
fect, and to Jesus, the Mediator of the 
New Testament...” (Heb. xii: 22ff). 

If we could but view death in this 
light, our hearts would know neither 
fear nor anxiety beyond the natural 
hesitation before its mystery. Nor is 
this mere wishful thinking. Our Lord 
assures us that He is personally pre- 
paring us for that event, so that we are 
justified in drawing the further conclu- 
sion that He will call for us when, in 
His own estimation, we are ready. St. 
Teresa of Avila repeatedly states her 
firm belief that we are called away 
from this passing scene at the time and 
in the manner which Christ judges to be 
the most appropriate. 


IF ONLY WE WOULD 
KNOW THE FATHER 


Jesus is busy preparing a dwelling, 
but, St. Augustine explains, He does 
this by preparing the dweller: parat 
quodam modo mansiones, mansionibus 
parando mansores. By withdrawing 
His visible presence, Christ has become 
the object of our faith and “our hearts 
are cleansed by faith” (Acts xv: 9). 
The various dwellings are the different 
degrees of merit, but whatever differ- 
ences of position there may be in that 
everlasting house of our Father, “all 
shall have alike both eternity of life 
and endlessness of bliss” (in Jo. 69: 3). 

Another section of this fascinating 
chapter is like a shaft of sunlight 
piercing the clouds and lightning up a 
whole countryside. Our Lord’s words 
to Thomas, “If you had known me” 
that is, if you really knew me, “you 
would without doubt have known my 
Father also,’ had struck the gentle 
soul of Philip. “Lord show us the 
Father,” he said, “and it is enough for 
us.” There is a note of mild reproach 
in our Lord’s answer, or at least, of 
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some disappointment. The Apostles 
had been in His school for more than 
two years, yet Philip is not quite clear 
in his own mind about the identity of 
the Master. But we may be grateful 
for Philip’s naive demand because of 
the explicit statement it drew from our 
Lord: “Philip, he that seeth me seeth 
the Father also.” And, as if to clarify 
and expand this tremendous claim, 
Jesus refers to the mysterious mutual 
indwelling and interpenetration of the 
divine Persons which theology desig- 
nates by the term circuwmincessio: “Do 
you not know that I am in the Father, 


found concept—few words. 

Man’s profoundest need is to know 
God His Father and Creator. But God 
is shrouded in impenetrable mystery, 
or rather in the fierce splendours of 
light eternal: “No man hath seen God 
at any time,” nor can any man see Him, 
“because he inhabiteth light inacces- 
sible” (I Tim. vi: 16). Yet we want to 
know what He is like. The Incarnation 
is a partial answer to our longings. 
You want to know what God is like? 
Study, contemplate Jesus. He that 
sees Him sees the Father, not indeed 
because they are one and the same 


and the Father in me?” Most pro- person, but because they are one God. 





The National Eucharistic Marian Con- 
gress of the Oriental Rites will meet in 
Philadelphia, Pa., October 22—24, 1954. 
Its program is vast in coverage and mag- 
nificent in conception. 

For those interested in detailed infor- 
mation about the program, please write 


National Eucharistic Marian Congress 
of the Oriental Rites 
815 No. Franklin Street 
Philadelphia 23, Pa. 
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Problems Confronting 
Catholic Education 


By URBAN H. FLEEGE, Ph.D.* 


QO, THE EVE of what promises to 
be a big expansion program in Catholic 
education, it is well to take a look at 
some of the more important problems 
confronting Catholic leaders. Catho- 
lic education has come a long way in 
the last 24 years: In 1920 we had 
1,795,673 pupils enrolled in our Catho- 
lic elementary schools; today, we have 
twice as many. In our Catholic high 
schools in 1920, we had 129,838 stu- 
dents; today, we have four and one-half 
times as many. We had less than 
38,000 enrolled in our Catholic col- 
leges and universities in 1920; today, 
we have seven times as many. This 
commendable expansion, as pleasing as 
it is, must be stepped up to an even 
faster rate of expansion if we are to 
meet, even halfway, the rising tide of 
Catholic students which will confront 
us in the next decade. Consequently, 
one of our more pressing problems is 
that of providing adequate Catholic 
educational facilities. 

Educational leaders claim that by 
1970 we shall be confronted by any- 
where from 70 per cent more to double 
the student body we have in our schools 
today. This problem is all the more 
serious for us in Catholic education 





* Dr. Urban Fleege is presently on an 
extended leave of absence from his post as 
Associate Secretary for the College and Uni- 
versity Division of the N.C.E.A. He has 
recently been elected chairman of a special 
United Nations Commission. 
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beeause the birthrate among Catholics 
for the past ten years has been 40 per 
cent higher than the birthrate of the 
nation at large. This problem takes 
on added significance when we recall 
that only 44 per cent of our Catholic 
children are getting an education in a 
Catholic school. If we are to continue 
educating less than half of our Catholic 
children in our Catholie schools, we 
shall need to recruit and have trained 
and ready for the classroom between 
now and 1962, 60,000 additional 
teachers. We shall have to finance and 
build 43,000 additional classrooms. 
This is not an emergency. This is only 
the beginning. 

For the past several years, there have 
been over one million children baptized 
‘ach year, and the record for the cur- 
rent year, in so far as it is available, 
promises to surpass that of last year. 
If we were to educate all of our chil- 
dren in Catholic schools and follow the 
counsel of the Third Plenary Council 
of Baltimore, we should have to pro- 
vide teachers and classrooms for one 
million first-grade children every “next 
September.” To realize what this 
means, we have but to recall that we 
have now about three million children 
in our Catholic elementary schools and 
a little over one-half million in our 
Catholic high schools. If we were to 
educate all our children, this would 
mean that by 1960, we should have 
about nine million in our Catholic ele- 
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mentary and secondary schools—nine 
million compared with a little over 
three and one-half million today; and 
by 1970, if we were to have all of our 
Catholic children in our Catholic ele- 
mentary and secondary schools, we 
should have close to 15 million. 
Our problems, then, center on 
1) the provision of the required 
educational facilities, classrooms and 
other teaching materials, 
2) the recruitment and training of 
teachers, 
3) obtaining the necessary finan- 
cial support to make both classrooms 
and teachers possible. 


WHOM SHALL WE EDUCATE? 


The school population problem lies 
at the base of many of our other prob- 
lems. Foremost among.these is one in- 
volving a policy decision, namely, whom 
shall we educate if we cannot educate 
all? We are faced with the problem 
of selection. Shall we select according 
to educational level or according to 
level of ability? In other words, shall 
we concentrate on secondary schools, 
elementary schools, or on colleges? Or, 
shall we limit our expansion in higher 
education? Shall we educate only 
those who can pay, only those who are 
gifted? If a Catholic education is 
necessary for one, is it not necessary 
for all? And what about vocational 
education? What about special educa- 
tion? What about adult education? 
What about educational TV as an an- 
swer? All these questions require not 
opinions, but serious study and re- 
search. A broad base of factual evi- 
dence indicating Catholic education’s 
need as well as potential is needed be- 
fore a wise policy decision can be made. 

The problem of increased school pop- 
ulation is not just a problem facing 
Catholie educators. Public education 
is likewise confronted with this prob- 


lem. Herein lies one of the greatest 
opportunities and challenges to Catho- 
lic leadership in our time. The neces- 
sity of educating two where you have 
place for one prompts consideration of 
a new administrative approach to the 
whole scheme of education. One of the 
most common complaints today centers 
on the poor articulation in the 16-step 
system. From a psychological point 
of view, the 8-4-4 system is unsound. 
It was developed before we knew much 
about child development, the psychol- 
ogy underlying the learning processes 
and individual differences. All complain 
about the serious gaps and needless 
duplication in the present system. Re- 
search and experimentation are needed 
in developing a new educational ladder: 
one from which gaps and overlaps are 
eliminated; one in which individual 
differences are adequately provided for; 
one which challenges the gifted as well 
as the slow and handicapped. 

The development of a new adminis- 
trative approach in education wherein 
students may move with ease accord- 
ing to their ability and speed of learn- 
ing from one level of achievement to 
another is perhaps one of the greatest 
needs in education today. In such a 
program, all would have an opportunity 
to be well grounded in the fundamentals 
since advancement would take place 
only after mastery at each individual 
student’s own rate of development and 
at his maturation level. Such a sig- 
nificant and major change in public 
education is not likely because of the 
evident political and state tie-ups inher- 
ent in public education. Universities, 
singly and in groups, could sponsor 
pilot projects experimenting with a new 
ladder. Without doubt, 
foundation support would be forthcom- 


educational 


ing for such an imaginative project. 
Witness the Ford financed pilot proj- 
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ects in articulation in Oregon and in 
New England. 


ARE OUR CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS CATHOLIC? 


Another major area of needed re- 
search is that of evaluation. We need 
to develop evaluative criteria for evalu- 
ating our Catholic schools per se Catho- 
lic; for evaluating the extent to which 
the total Catholic program is achiev- 
ing the stated Catholic objectives; for 
evaluating the extent to which the ob- 
jectives of a given Catholic school are 
thoroughly Catholic; the extent to 
which primary objectives are kept pri- 
mary; the extent to which the curric- 
ulum, teachers, and teaching methods, 
administrative policies, ete., are in 
keeping with Catholic principles. Once 
such evaluative criteria are developed, 
we shall need to make evaluative studies 
on every level: on the elementary, sec- 
ondary, collegiate levels, and even on 
the university level, including even our 
professional schools. Do we not take 
for granted that the huge expenditures 
we ask our Catholic people to make are 
justified? But are they justified? Un- 
less our institutions give our students 
something significantly different from 
what they could get in a public institu- 
tion, we are not justified in maintaining 
our schools. 


EVALUATING OUR PRODUCTS 


Akin to evaluation studies are fol- 
low-up studies. From time to time, we 
hear certain Catholic leaders issue the 
challenge, “Are our Catholic educa- 
tional institutions really developing 
Catholic leaders?” They point to the 
lack of recognized Catholic leaders in 
the fields of economies, politics, science, 
education, and even in some of the 
professions. They point to the lack of 
graduates from Catholic high schools 
and colleges in parish activities. Cer- 
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tain secular studies have pointed to the 
lack of Catholic colleges producing 
recognized scientists. Other studies 
point to the low economic level of 
Catholics and erroneously draw the 
conclusion that products of Catholic 
education are not as successful as those 
from other educational institutions. 
These observations, true or false, un- 
derscore the necessity of follow-up 
studies: follow-up studies of individ- 
ual institutions; follow-up studies un- 
dertaken on regional and even on na- 
tional levels. 

Do we really know how our gradu- 
ates are making out in life? Are, for 
example, Catholics who have had the 
benefit of a Catholic high school educa- 
tion significantly different from those 
who have gone only to a Catholic ele- 
mentary school? Are those who are 
graduates of Catholic colleges signifi- 
cantly different from those who have 
had only a Catholic secondary educa- 
tion? Are those who have gone to any 
Catholic institution significantly differ- 
ent from those who have never been 
exposed to a Catholic education? Do 
they have more children? Do they 
participate more regularly in parish ac- 
tivities? To what extent are they more 
Catholic? What do the graduates of 
our institutions, after they have been 
out in the world ten years, twenty 
years, thirty years, think -of their 
Catholic education? What do they 
wish they would have received but 
didn’t? What was most helpful to 
them? We know of those who come 
back and tell us; what they say is nat- 
urally on the positive side, but what 
about the others from whom we never 
hear? What is their reaction now to 
our educational efforts when they were 
in our educational institutions? 

We likewise need follow-up studies 
on drop-outs and transfers. What hap- 
pens to those who drop out of our 





sate omg eee 








PROBLEMS CONFRONTING CATHOLIC EDUCATION 





Catholic schools? Why do they drop 


out? 


OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY: 
HOW DO WE RATE? 


The problem of operational efficiency 
in Catholic education is another area 
for needed research. There is first of 
all, the question of internal efficiency. 
There is need for experience on the 
part of our Catholic educational insti- 
tutions in being appraised by manage- 
ment consultants. Herein, we have 
something to learn from _ industry. 
Forbes Magazine, for example, each 
January publishes an annual rating of 
industries within given classes and 
fields. In this publication, an over-all 
comparison is made and the results are 
published. The industry is rated on its 
public relations, management efficiency, 
labor relations, stock holder relations, 
government relations, ete. Would not 
something similar produce a stimulating 
effect on Catholic institutions which 
might result in greater efficiency, im- 
provement, growth, and above all, more 
economical operation? 


COORDINATED EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAM TO 
ELIMINATE DUPLICATION 


There is an even greater need for ex- 
perimentation in co-ordinating the over- 
all educational program in a given com- 
munity or region. Admitted, of course, 
are the hard facts of institutional jeal- 
ousy, but no one can deny that there 
is needless economic waste and need- 
less duplication of buildings, personnel, 
educational materials, simply because 
similar institutions are trying to oper- 
ate similar programs in the same region 
or community. Perhaps the increased 
student body confronting Catholic 
higher education in the years ahead will 
bring about this long overdue co-opera- 
tion which foresightful planning to date 


has been unable to effect. At the pres- 
ent time, there are less than eight mil- 
lion young people in the U. 8S. between 
the ages of 18 and 21 inclusive. By 
1970, 16 years from now, this will have 
increased 68 per cent to a total of four- 
teen and one-quarter million. In other 
words, where there are three seeking a 
college education today, in 1970 there 
will be at least five. These added en- 
rollment pressures may force a co- 
ordinated approach, at least on this 
level of education. We believe wisdom 
dictates a co-ordinated approach like- 
wise on the graduate level. 


RESEARCH IN PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Another large area in need of research 
is that of public relations. Many 
Catholie educators today feel that one 
of our greatest needs in America today 
is to acquaint the public with the pur- 
pose of Catholic education and the con- 
tribution which Catholic education 
makes to our society. Here we have 
need of case studies of communities in 
which there exist good relations; we 
likewise need studies of communities in 
which we have poor relations between 
the Catholic schools and the com- 
munity, between the Catholic schools 
and the public schools, between the 
Catholic schools and the press, between 
the Catholic schools and the pastor and 
parish organizations. There is also 
need for research and experimentation 
in ways of developing acceptance on 
the part of both laity and educators of 
the new concept in public relations 
which stresses lay participation as the 
key to good public relations. 

Finally, there is the important area 
of teacher-preparation. Teacher-train- 
ing programs have been under fire 
perennially. What we need are studies 
to determine the most effective teacher- 
preparation programs. Herein lies an 
opportunity for leadership which will 
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win for Catholic education the respect 
of the entire profession. We need re- 
search in determining what the most 
essential elements are in developing an 
effective teacher. We need to develop 
measures for evaluating teacher com- 
petency, for predicting teacher compe- 
tency. We need comparison and fol- 
low-up studies of the teaching com- 
petency of teachers trained under an 
exclusively liberal arts program as com- 
pared with teachers exposed to varying 
measures and types of professional edu- 
ation courses. 


RESEARCH ON CONTINUING NEEDS 


For the sake of brevity, may I 
merely list a number of other needs 
confronting us in Catholic education. 
We need continuing surveys of our fu- 
ture educational needs. This would 
include demographic studies, popula- 
tion studies, predictive studies of 
teacher needs, classroom needs, finan- 
cial needs. We need research on cost 
factors in education. Such _ studies 
might be undertaken by a Research and 
Field Services Division in some of our 
Catholic graduate schools. 

We need a practical continuing guide 
to available scholarships and fellow- 
ships. Last year, for example, 41,000 
scholarships, valued at $31,000,000, 
were available in the United States. 
Few Catholic students, not to mention 
Catholic guidance counselors, knew of 
these opportunities. 

We need a guide to sources of finan- 
cial assistance. We are aware that a 
screening service for foundation sup- 
port is available, but this is of limited 
value to Catholic institutions. Such a 
guide might be possible after a study 
of foundation policies and policies of 
industry in offering financial support to 


Catholie or sectarian educational insti- 
tutions is undertaken. Such informa- 
tion would seem to be of particular 
value to Catholic education in view of 
the tremendous expansion which will 
have to be undertaken in the years im- 
mediately ahead. On the level of 
higher education, for example, Catholic 
colleges have spent in the last ten years 
an average of $1,000,000 a piece in 
buildings and expansion. These same 
colleges have plans calling for an aver- 
age expenditure of $3,000,000 each dur- 
ing the next ten years. Several have 
plans calling for $10,000,000. 

There is need for research in develop- 
ing more effective means of screening 
students who are accepted in liberal 
arts colleges. There is need for devel- 
oping means of evaluating the more im- 
portant educational outcomes, namely, 
attitudes, ideals, appreciations. We 
have need for a clear definition of the 
objectives of Catholic education at 
ach level of education. We have need 
for pilot studies on educational re- 
sources in various dioceses and geo- 
graphical areas. We have need for pilot 
studies of different methods of meet- 
ing the enrollment pressures currently 
confronting Catholic education on the 
elementary and secondary levels. We 
have need for further trial efforts (and 
reports on same) at co-ordinating the 
academic program offered in the aver- 
age Catholic high school with the voca- 
tional programs available in many of 
our public institutions. 

These are but some of our needs as 
we face the future, confronted with the 
necessity of deciding whether to ex- 
pand in the direction of multiplying 
what we now have, or of incorporating 
into our plans for growth certain urgent 
improvements long overdue. 
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Is the Catholic Church 
Persecuting Protestants 
in South America? 


By ANTHONY P. WAGENER* 


W aces THE ANTI-COMMUNIST up- 
rising exploded in Guatemala this past 
June, a chorus of voices from all parts 
of Latin America joined the Commu- 
nists in warning the U. 8. to keep hands 
off. Nor were all these voices swayed 
by admiration for the Communist still- 
born “agrarian reforms” of the Arbenz 
regime. Those who know South 
America admit that this sudden ex- 
pression of hostility toward the United 
States was merely the surface bubbling 
of a latent anti-Yankee attitude long 
festering beneath the surface of Latin 
American life. 

Just why was the numerically small 
South American Communist Party able 
effectively to exploit anti-North Ameri- 
can sentiment to the advantage of its 
cause? This is, indeed, a strange phe- 





* Father Wagener for the past seven years 
has held three positions in the La Crosse 
diocese: Editor of the La Crosse Register; 
Diocesan Director of the Society for the 
Propogation of the Faith; Chaplain of the 
Newman Club at La Crosse State college. 

His trip to South America was not spon- 
sored; disturbed by news reports in the secu- 
lar press (and by certain elements of the 
Catholic press), Father Wagener and a pastor- 
associate went right into the recesses of South 
American countries to get “grass-roots” in- 
formation. He got it and he presents it 
here in a single article for the benefit of our 
priests and religious readers, and for those 
under the spiritual care of this readership. 


nomenon, particularly in the light of the 
genuine admiration of South Ameri- 
cans for their North American neigh- 
bors. 

If imitation is an index of esteem, 
the remark of a native Colombian is 
significant: “We South Americans of- 
ten repeat the South American slogan, 
‘the North American can do no wrong.’ 
Unfortunately, so great is our adulation 
that we are ready to copy them even in 
their sins.” 


DAMAGE TO LATIN- 

AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP 

There is one place, however, where 
South Americans draw the line, and 
that is at an attempt to rob them of 
their Catholic faith. For the majority 
of South Americans, all that they have 
is their faith, and, to them, life is iden- 
tified with that faith. They possess 
little of the world’s wealth. Impover- 
ished in the eyes of the world, 
they cling desperately to the promises 
of the world to come. Precisely 
because they recognize a threat to 
their faith in the methods of many 
United States Protestant missionaries, 
they associate their dislike of Protes- 
tantism with Yankee dollar-diplomacy, 
industrial colonialism and U. S. ex- 
ploitation of their natural resources. 

The same report comes from every 
South American country. A group of 
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American citizens, engaged in social 
work in Colombia, discussing the matter 
with this writer, scored the unfounded 
charge that the Catholic Church is per- 
secuting Protestants in Colombia. Dur- 
ing Dr. Milton Eisenhower’s recent 
good-will fact-finding tour, Colombians 
presented him with a statement signed 
by three hundred lay Colombian Catho- 
lies warning that the activities of U. 8. 
Protestant sects were damaging U. S.- 
Latin American relations. In Ecuador 
he was presented with a similar mem- 
orandum. In Paraguay he received a 
note signed by Archbishop Anibal Mena 
Porta and all of the country’s bishops, 
deploring the activities of some U. 8. 
Protestant missionaries. This 
ment is significant: 


state- 


“For some time, without consider- 
ing the fatal consequences of their 
destructive activity, various U. §S. 
Protestant sects have been working 
against our Catholic unity—which is 
part of our people—by means of a 
propaganda and proselytizing ap- 
proach so inciting that it justly 
arouses the anger of our people. 

“This attitude of the Protestant 
sects carries a double consequence. 
It sows confusion and even indiffer- 
ence in the religious field, undermin- 
ing our Catholic unity which stands 
as the strongest bulwark against the 
foreign ideas and systems of atheistic 
and materialistic Communism. It is 
also, sad to say, creating an atmos- 
phere of dislike and even of hostility 
against the United States, because our 
people are convinced that this entire 
flow of intense, proselytizing activity 
is directed, animated and supported 
by U.S. citizens. This does not oc- 
eur with sects from other countries.” 





FACTORS BENEATH THE SURFACE 


We discussed the charges of alleged 
persecution of Protestants in South 
America with native clergy and laity, 
with American Catholic missionaries, 
with American citizens residing in South 
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American countries for various reasons, 
and with members of the South Ameri- 
“an hierarchy. A review of the facts 
exposes the basis of the charges in the 
following factors: 


1) Too many U. 8. Protestant mis- 
sionaries become embroiled in 
domestic polities. 

2) Some fanatical Protestant ‘sects 
use offensive methods and all 
too often confine their “mes- 
sage” to bitter attacks upon the 
Catholie Church. 

3) Many Protestant schools, and 
even so-called ‘“non-sectarian”’ 
schools, employ inducements or 
“bribes” such as the oppor- 
tunity to learn English, to en- 
courage defections from the 
Catholie faith. 

4) Some U. 8S. business enterprises 
use their profits and prestige to 
promote Protestant evangelism. 

5) In some countries U. S. embassies 
serve as propaganda centers for 
Protestantism and, at times, 
U. S. funds are surreptitiously 
diverted to promote Protestant- 
ism. 


INTERFERENCE IN 
DOMESTIC POLITICS 


Colombia seems to be the propaganda 
center for those who charge that the 
Catholie Church persecutes Protestant 
sects. The murder of the liberal fanatic, 
Jorge Gaitan on April 9, 1948, dur- 
ing the Pan-American Conference at 
Bogota, precipitated a vicious civil war 
which brought to power the unscrupu- 
lous Conservative politician, Laureano 
Gomez. The Catholic Chureh suffered 
severely from the hands of President 
Gomez whom no scruples restrained in 
his struggle to entrench himself. 
Church property was_ confiscated, 
priests were imprisoned, exiled, even 
killed. The civil war continued to rage 
sporadically until June 13, 1953, when, 
by a bloodless army coup, the present 
Pinilla government seized power and 
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exiled Gomez. General Gustavo Rojas 
Pinilla then sought to bring about peace 
and to stop the senseless bloodshed of 
brother against brother. 

Protestants had gone to Colombia “to 
convert” Colombian Catholics some 
ninety-seven years earlier. Making 
little headway in a population of over 
twelve million, they gained only a few 
thousand adherents. Though they ex- 
pended vast sums of U. 8. “missionary” 
money, their personnel failed to ‘“con- 
vert” Catholic Colombia. 


EFFORT TO GAIN PUBLIC SUPPORT 


In an effort to rectify this Protestant 
failure in Colombia, missionaries seized 
upon the occasion of the civil war as 
an opportunity to win U.S. public opin- 
ion, capitalizing on the ruthlessness of 
the Gomez regime to hurl charges of 
“nersecution” at the Catholic Church. 
Some U. S. press services—which have 
never truthfully reported South Ameri- 
ean life—gleefully published the 
charges as bona fide news releases. In 
one convention after another, Protest- 
ant churchmen indignantly denounced 
a non-existent persecution and issued 
statements for the gullible U. 8. press. 
They began shadow-boxing with an im- 
aginary opponent. 

What were the facts? During the 
Colombian civil war U. 8. Protestant 
missionaries became allied with the 
politically outlawed and anti-clerical 
Liberal Party. South Americans, who 
take their politics seriously, rightly re- 
sented the foreign intrusion into their 
domestic affairs. One Colombian told 
me, “If these U. 8. Protestant mission- 
aries had not enjoyed the protection of 
U. S. citizenship, they would have met 
the fate of native Colombians who 
dared to oppose Gomez—exile, im- 
prisonment and death.”’ Because they 
boasted a U.S. passport, however, they 


met a gentler fate, and were merely 
curtailed in their activities. 

What the Protestants omitted in their 
charges of persecution was the essential 
fact that all persons—Catholie or Prot- 
estant—who allied themselves with the 
Liberal Party met a _ similar fate. 
Meanwhile, those U. 8. Protestant mis- 
sionaries who tended to their own busi- 
ness and stayed aloof from party poli- 
tics, Conservative or Liberal, remained 
unmolested. 

When the revolution erupted in April, 
1948, prisons were opened and thou- 
sands of prisoners went to remote parts 
of Colombia to form centers of banditry. 
Groups of bandits committed out- 
rageous attacks on members of the Con- 
servative Party. Gomez responded with 
equal ferocity against the Liberal op- 
position. The politically-inspired rap- 
ine had nothing to do with religion, 
but was an instrument of the Gomez 
tyranny. 


OMISSION OF POLITICAL 
INTERVENTION 


Recently Dr. Alberto Ranbao, ad- 
visor of the Latin American Committee 
of the National Council of Churches in 
the United States said, “The Protestant 
in Colombia is automatically a Lib- 
eral.” Rightly interpreted, this asser- 
tion is a confession that Protestants 
participate in the cloak-and-dagger 
political life of Colombia. ‘ 

A recent bulletin published by the 
Evangelical Federation of Colombia 
lists “the persecution of Protestants in 
Colombia carried on by violent means 
since 1948.” Father Aduardo Ospina, 
S.J., vice-president of the National 
Secretariat for the Defense of the Faith, 
comments on this bulletin that its edi- 
tors with “great ability omitted all men- 
tion of politics in order to make the 
foreign public believe that the Protes- 
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tant dead were martyrs of their religious 
ideas.” “This,” declared Father Os- 
pina, “has been a tremendous falsity, 
the natural effect of which in the civi- 
lized world has been immense defama- 
tion of the Catholic Church and the 
Colombian nation.” 


OBJECTIONABLE METHODS 
EMPLOYED 


The Catholic faith came to South 
America over four hundred years ago. 
One of the most striking features of its 
Catholicism is a child-like devotion to 
the Mother of God. Some U. 8S. Prot- 
estant sects, seeking to “convert” the 
South Americans, attack the doctrine 
of the Divine Motherhood. Their ridi- 
cule of the Blessed Virgin, their shame- 
less attacks on the holiness of Mary is 
considered a personal offense by South 
Americans, who often reacted violently 
against these vicious attacks on their 
faith, particularly the most cherished 
article of their faith. 

Dr. Stuart Herman, director of the 
Latin-American Committee of the 
Lutheran World Federation, upon re- 
turn from a recent trip to Colombia, 
Venezuela and Mexico, stated: “Sincere 
Protestants are not aware of the offen- 
sive methods employed by some appar- 
ently irresponsible Prostestant mission- 
ary elements.” The Lutheran spokes- 
man said that some of the violent out- 
breaks against Protestantism in Latin 
America were due to “needless provoca- 
tion by overly zéalous Protestant mis- 
sionaries whose presentation of the 
churech’s message is all too often con- 
fined to bitter attacks against the 
Roman Catholic Church.” So speaks 
one of their own spokesmen. 

But even this violent reaction was 
soundly condemned by the _ official 
Church of South America whenever 
Protestants suffered at the hands of 
South American Catholics for their of- 
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fensive methods of proselytizing. Iso- 
lated instances of violence against them 
were publicly disavowed by Church offi- 
cials. A case in point was the incident 
of the Baptist Church in Bogota which 
was stoned by a group of Colombian 
youths. When a Baptist minister pro- 
voked this incident by heckling the 
Colombian Catholics as they were en- 
gaged in a Marian procession, hot- 
blooded Colombians reacted violently. 


CONSIDERED ATTACK 
ON NATIONAL UNITY 


South Americans consider Protestant 
proselytizing as an attack on their na- 
tional unity, which is grounded in their 
religious unity—their Catholic faith. 
The South Americans consider Protes- 
tantism in much the same light as we 
in the United States view Communism 
—an unmitigated, divisive and detest- 
able evil. In lands where economic and 
political differences tend to divide the 
people, the strongest ties of patriotism 
and nationality are to be found in the 
universally accepted Catholic faith. 
South Americans are rightly incensed 
over the type of Protestant propaganda 
which scorns and derides their most 
sacred religious beliefs. 

South American governments, con- 
cerned with maintaining public order, 
found it necessary to curtail the activi- 
ties of street-preaching Protestant min- 
isters whose superstitious teachings, 
rantings against the Catholie Church 
and derision of Catholic practices 
roused the populace against them. 


USE OF TRICKERY 
TO GAIN FOLLOWERS 


Disclosures of Protestant missionary 
methods explain, if they do not excuse, 
the resentment of  religious-minded 
South Americans. Sometimes, garbed 
in cassock like the native priests, they 
would pass out rosaries and medals to 
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win favor and attract congregations, 
particularly children, to their “serv- 
ices.” On discovering the trickery 
played on them, natives would natur- 
ally exhibit a rightful indignation. 

In Quito, Ecuador, Radio Station 
HCGE—one of the most powerful in 
South America (financed chiefly by 
U. S. funds, some 40 different U. S. 
Protestant sects contributing to main- 
tain this station)—is the nerve center 
for Protestant propaganda which all too 
frequently concentrates on abusive at- 
tacks on the Catholic Church. 

Where Protestant missionaries are 
dedicated to their purpose and work, 
chiefly in the field of social service, they 
are respected by South Americans. 
Left unmolested to pursue their activi- 
ties, they have no legitimate cause for 
complaint. 

Among the baneful effects of unde- 
sirable Protestant missionary endeavor 
is that South Americans tend to asso- 
ciate their tactics with over-all U. S. 
policy. The latent hostility and scep- 
tical attitude toward U. 8S. avowals of 
friendship is nourished by the anti- 
Catholic activities of the U. 8.-spon- 
sored sects. 


FAULT OF THE U. S. PRESS 


A common complaint in South 
America is the treatment accorded to it 
by the U.S. press. A repeated charge 
is that the United States, which boasts 
of being the champion of freedom and 
of holding sacred the rights of the press, 
actually does not have a free press. 
“How can you call that a free press,” 
they ask, “which propagates lies and 
distorts the truth?” Particularly among 
the educated classes is the resentment 
deep that American newspapers con- 
tinue to publish unfounded charges of 
Protestant persecution under the cover 
of anonymous sources. If the charges 
be true, they assert, the accusers should 


not find it necessary to accept the pro- 
tection of anonymity. 

Two months after overthrowing 
Laureano Gomez, in August, 1953, 
Colombia’s President Gustavo Rojas 
Pinilla told forty U. S. newsmen that 
U. S. Protestant missionaries must re- 
spect the religious beliefs of the nation’s 
Catholic people. He officially con- 
firmed that during the tension of the 
civil war period ending with his coup, 
various Protestant sects had aided the 
political factions aligned against 
Gomez’ Conservative regime. Refer- 
ring to the sects’ activities, he stated: 


“The government guarantees free- 
dom of worship. However, it seems 
strange that, at a time when the coun- 
try is showing many evident signs of 
progress and cultural advancement, 
there should be talk about sending 
Protestant missionaries as though this 
were a savage country. We must not 
forget that all but a minute section of 
Colombia is Catholic, and that it is 
necessary to use great care in carry- 
ing on a religious propaganda which 
could injure the sentiments of our 
people.” 


THE “LANGUAGE BRIBE” 


Crossing from Bolivia to Peru on 
Lake Titicaca aboard a British-owned 
ship of the Inca line, the writer visited 
at length with a large contingent of 
Peruvian and Argentine college students 
who were beginning their summer vaca- 
tion away from several Argentine col- 
leges. They revealed the tremendous 
desire on the part of South Americans, 
particularly those in the business and 
professional field, to learn the English 
language. They felt that a knowledge 
of the English language is an absolute 
requirement for their future success in 
the business world. They also revealed 
their bitter resentment toward Ameri- 
can Protestants who establish schools 
in their native countries, particularly 
Peru, where the price of enrollment and 
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of learning the English language is often 
defection from their Catholic faith to 
a Protestant sect. 

Though this altogether too common 
“language bribe” has had a limited suc- 
cess, its net result has been to instill 
among natives a deep bitterness toward 
the United States. 

Peruvians consider the Linguistic In- 
stitute of the University of Oklahoma 
established in Lima as a provocative 
case of Protestant proselytizing. Its al- 
leged purpose is to study the native In- 
dian languages and to teach Spanish 
and English to the Indians. Juan 
Guaberto Cardinal Guevara, Arch- 
bishop of Lima, and other members of 
the Peruvian hierarchy have denounced 
it as “a constantly bolder and craftier 
form of Protestant proselytizing.” 

Dr. William C. Townsend, founder of 
the- Linguistic Institute, who has car- 
ried the work into Ecuador, Peru, 
Guatemala, Mexico and the Philip- 
pines, has denied the charge of prosely- 
tism, but he admits that he is “happy” 
to talk to the Indians about Christian- 
ity. What he conveniently overlooks 
is that the Indians have been Catholics 
for the past four hundred years and that 
the Christianity of which he speaks vio- 
lates their cherished beliefs, even when 
it is not anti-Catholic in intent. 


BUSINESS PROFITS 
FOR PROSELYTIZING 


South Americans consider some U. S. 
business enterprises as a camouflage for 
Protestant missionary activity. A con- 
stant source of irritation is the Le 
Tourneau Company, manufacturers of 
road-building machinery. The Le 
Tourneau Foundation, active particu- 
larly in Peru, was established by Robert 
G. Le Tourneau, now retired. From his 
headquarters in Peoria, Illinois, Mr. Le 
Tourneau says that God is his partner 
with whom he had a contract. Catholic 
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spokesmen charge that his business en- 
terprises are merely disguised mission- 
ary ventures of North American Prot- 
estants. They charge that one of the 
conditions of employment with the Le 
Tourneau Company in Peru is that em- 
ployees join a Protestant sect. Profits 
from his enterprise are used to build 
schools where the English language is 
taught, again as an enterprise for defec- 
tion from the Catholic faith. 

Last fall, the Association of Catholic 
Engineers of Peru charged that the Le 
Tourneau Construction Company was 
engaged in proselytizing under cover of 
developing the jungle areas of which it 
had received a million-acre grant in the 
Pucallapa area near the Brazilian bor- 
der. The engineers charged that in the 
jungle region the company had estab- 
lished a “Protestant nucleus” which 
would have “grave repercussions on the 
unity of the nation.” While approving 
the construction of highways in the re- 
gion, the Association issued a call to 
“cease Protestant propaganda being 
made behind the curtain of such activi- 
ties.” 


QUESTIONABLE ACTIVITIES OF 
SOME U. S. EMBASSIES 


In the company of a non-Catholic 
school teacher from New York, who was 
touring Ecuador, the writer and another 
American priest made a visit to the 
U.S. embassy in Quito. A Mr. Thomas 
Malady, chargé d’affaires following the 
resignation of Ambassador Paul Clem- 
ent Daniels, informed us, after a pom- 
pous greeting, in no uncertain terms 
that U. S. Protestants were bringing 
“ejvilization” to the “backward” coun- 
tries of South America. Singling out the 
jungle areas of Bolivia, in his suave dic- 
tion he assured us that Protestant mis- 
sionaries were improving the social con- 
ditions of the natives. The improve- 
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ments were such niceties of American 
life as bathtubs! 

Not one good word did the chargé 
d'affaires have for the U. 8. Catholic 
missionaries—the really great ambas- 
sadors of good will who have won the 
hearts of the natives by their dedicated 
lives in the most difficult areas. 

After we had left the embassy, the 
non-Catholic school teacher expressed 
her indignation at the rudeness of Mr. 
Malady, especially in his references to 
the Catholic Church in the presence of 
Catholic priests. It did not surprise us, 
therefore, when, later on, we discovered 
that other U. S. embassies in South 
America are often considered by many 
natives as centers of Protestant prose- 
lytism. 

Catholic taxpayers in this country 
would be shocked to realize how some 
of their hard-earned money is spent in 
South America. 
lished under U. 8S. embassy auspices, 
purportedly to instruct the children of 
embassy personnel and to teach English 
to native children, openly espouse the 
eause of the evangelical sects. This 
practice is another example of the “lan- 
virtually offering a 
knowledge of English in return for de- 
fection from the Catholie faith. 


Some schools estab- 





cuage bribe” 
2 a) 


“CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME” 


Most of the trouble-making sects are 
of the fanatical or “fringe” type, as they 
are in Italy. Among them, since there 
is little or no requirement for a back- 
ground of education, almost anyone can 
become an “ordained” minister. In ad- 
dition, the attractive salaries paid from 
U. S. mission funds constitute quite an 


inducement to men who become inter- 
ested in ‘“mission-work” from economic 
motives. Were the salaries less attrac- 
tive, one wonders whether these mis- 
sionaries would display the same zeal 
for the South American missions. 

An American citizen residing in South 
America made the following observa- 
tion: 


“Many of these Protestant mis- 
sionaries were failures at home. 
Some of them could not make a liv- 
ing, some were disappointed in love, 
and others were acute alcoholics.” 

In the course of traveling some 15,000 
miles throughout several countries of 
South America, we noted frequently 
that U. S. Protestant missionaries lived 
in relatively luxurious conditions, to- 
tally out of harmony with the economic 
situation of those among whom they 
worked. Their mode of living was in 
sharp contrast to that of the U. 8. 
Catholic missionaries often struggling 
under the most adverse conditions. 

There are notable exceptions of dedi- 
sated Protestant missionaries devoted 
to their work in the jungles and the 
mountains. Their constructive’ en- 
deavor centers chiefly on social projects. 
But the majority of U. S. Protestant 
missionaries rarely leave the confines of 
their luxurious homes in the larger 
metropolitan centers. 

Commenting on Protestant charges of 
persecution, a small-town Colombian 
priest wryly remarked: “I wish they 
would persecute me the way Protest- 
ants say we are persecuting them. At 
least then I would have several good 
meals a day and a fine car to visit the 
poor!” 
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Irregularities and Simple 
Impediments to Orders 


Ill. By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M. 


:. THE PREVIOUS two articles of 
this series, we have considered irregu- 
larities and simple impediments to 
orders in a general fashion, and have 
then turned our attention in detail to 
those irregularities that arise from 
various defects (ex defectu). These 
defects do not necessarily imply the 
commission of any sin or crime by the 
individual who falls under irregularity. 
The opposite is true of the. irregulari- 
ties listed in Canon 985, which arise 
from certain specific crimes named in 
that canon. 


IRREGULARITIES EX DELICTO 


Canon 986 states that these irregu- 
larities result only from grave, external 
sins committed after baptism. It mat- 
ters not whether the crime be public or 
occult. An obvious exception to the 
rule of Canon 986 is made for those 
who culpably receive baptism from a 
non-Catholic save in a case of extreme 
necessity.*! This sin, by its very nature, 
could not be committed after baptism. 

As a result of the conditions required 
by Canon 986, whatever excuses from 
grave sin, such as parvity of matter, 
good faith, inadvertence, will excuse 
also from irregularity.** The offense, 
therefore, must be a mortal sin both 
objectively and subjectively. If there 
be serious doubt about the degree of 
culpability, some would recommend 


~ “Canon 985, n. 2. 
“ Cappello, De Ordine, n. 454. 
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seeking a dispensation ad cautelam 
from the Ordinary, who in this case can 
use the power given to him by Canon 
15. However, in practice it is likely 
that such a doubt would be settled by 
the confessor, if it concerned only the 
internal forum. If the crime were one 
that had come to the attention of the 
authorities in the external forum, the 
Ordinary would decide what action 
should be taken, if any, to permit again 
the exercise of orders. We shall see 
shortly the procedure that is followed 
before the reception of first tonsure by 
those who were born in heresy or 
schism, and who subsequently entered 
the Church and sought admission to 
orders. 

Cappello declares that there is dis- 
pute as to whether or not grave fear 
excuses from an irregularity ex del- 
icto.*® It must be remembered that he 
is not speaking of fear so great that it 
impedes the deliberation necessary for 
the commission of mortal sin. If there 
be no grievous sin, there is no irregu- 
larity ex delicto. The dispute concerns 
those cases in which a person is cer- 
tainly guilty of grave sin, but in which 
he acted under the influence of grave 
fear, as might happen with, regard to 
homicide or abortion. Cappello states 
that the milder opinion, which would 
free from irregularity, is truly probable. 
This would seem to be in accord with 
the mind of the Church in the field of 


~ * Tbid. 
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penal legislation, at least when there 
is no question of contempt of the faith 
or of ecclesiastical authority, and when 
there is no public harm to souls.*4 


APOSTASY, HERESY, SCHISM 


Canon 985, n. 1, inflicts irregularity 
upon “apostates from the faith, here- 
tics, and schismaties.”’ To understand 
properly the terms here used, we must 
have recourse to the definitions given 
by the Code. 


“If one, after the reception of bap- 
tism, while retaining the name of 
Christian, pertinaciously denies or 
doubts any of the truths which must 
be believed by divine and Catholic 
faith, he is a heretic; if he gives up 
the Christian faith entirely, he is an 
apostate; finally, if he refuses sub- 
mission to the Supreme Pontiff or re- 
jects communion with the members 
of the Church subject to him, he is 


a schismatiec.’’*° 


A truth to be believed by divine and 
Catholic faith is one that not only has 
been revealed by God, but which is 
taught as such by the Catholic Church. 
The dogmas of papal infallibility and 
of the Assumption into heaven of our 
Blessed Mother are familiar examples 
of such truths.*® 

However, there will be little need in 
practice to decide cases of possible ir- 
regularity by the nature of the truth 
that was denied. Far more common 
and more practical is the case of the 
convert to the Church, who wishes to 
become a priest. It must be deter- 
mined in the external forum whether 
or not there is present an irregularity 


“ Cfr. Canon 2229, §3, n. 3. 

“Canon 1325, §2. 

“The Code Commission has authoritatively 
declared that persons who have belonged to an 
atheistic sect are to be considered, as re- 
gards all legal effects, including those which 
concern sacred ordination, the same as per- 
sons who have belonged to a non-Catholic 
sect (July 30, 1934; A. A. S., XXVI, p. 494; 
Canon Law Digest, II, p. 286). 


ex delicto, because the reception of any 
orders is forbidden until any irregular- 
ity has been removed by dispensation. 

An easy solution to such problems 
would be to follow the principle that 
most converts born in heresy or schism 
have been in good faith, so that no ir- 
regularity was incurred because there 
has been lacking a formal, grievous sin. 
Although this good faith may well be 
present in the great majority of cases, 
we must remember that we are dealing 
with a matter of the external forum. 
In the external forum, in penal matters, 
culpability is presumed,** and the prac- 
tice of the Holy See apparently is to 
grant the dispensation from irregu- 
larity for converts to the faith, along 
with the dispensation that is usually 
required for the simple impediment 
that exists because one or both parents 
of the candidate are non-Catholic.** 
When application is made to the Sacred 
Congregation of the Holy Office for 
dispensation from this simple impedi- 
ment, to ask for the additional dispen- 
sation causes no difficulty, and it re- 
moves any possible doubt about the 
‘andidate’s being free to accept and to 
exercise orders.*” 

However, a dispensation from the ir- 
regularity of Canon 985, n. 1, should 
not be sought for those who were never 
baptized before their reception into the 
Catholic Church. The irregularity 
from heresy or schism can arise only. 


“ Cfr. Canon 2200, §2. 

** Canon 987, n. 1. 

“ The Pontifical Code Commission has said 
that Canon 542, barring from valid admission 
to a religious novitiate those who have ad- 
hered to a non-Catholic sect, is to be under- 
stood only of those who fell away from the 
faith and joined a non-Catholic sect. It does 
not seem to be the practice of the Holy See to 
apply this same restricted interpretation to 
the irregularity of Canon 985, n. 1, and it is 
safer to ask for a dispensation for any con- 
vert who received non-Catholic baptism and 
grew up in heresy or schism (October 16, 
1919; A. A. S., XI, p. 477; Canon Law Digest, 
I, p. 298). 
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from a crime committed after baptism. 
For this reason, and because he does 
not fall under the definitions given in 
Canon 1325, §2, the convert seeking 
first tonsure who has never been previ- 
ously baptized has no need of this dis- 
pensation. 

Furthermore, although he had been 
previously baptized, if the candidate 
was received into the Church before 
the completion of his fourteenth year, 
the irregularity is doubtful, because he 
is not presumed to be guilty in the ex- 
ternal forum until he has reached the 
age of puberty.5° If the non-Catholic 
baptism be doubtfully valid, there is 
no strict obligation to seek a dispensa- 
tion, but it is in accord with the prac- 
tice of the Holy See to do so.5! 

The rescripts from the Sacred Con- 
gregation of the Holy Office, which the 
writer has seen, make provision for dis- 
pensation from the above irregularity, 
and for the simple impediment caused 
by the candidate’s having a living, non- 
Catholic parent. They do not include 
any reference to Canon 985, n. 2, which 
declares to be irregular those who per- 
mit themselves to be baptized by a 
non-Catholic, except in case of extreme 
necessity. Certainly this would not 
apply to persons baptized in infancy, 
for lack of culpability. Moreover, the 
absence of reference to this irregularity 
in the usual rescripts seems to indicate 
that the Holy See does not, in the ex- 
ternal forum, regard as presumptively 
culpable the convert’s earlier accept- 
ance of baptism from a non-Catholic 
minister. As with all other irregulari- 
ties ex delicto, a subjective mortal sin 
would be necessary to incur this one. 
Rarely would we expect to find such 
culpability in the non-Catholic who re- 
ceives baptism in some sect. On the 


© Cappello, op. cit., n. 501. 
™ Thid. 
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other hand, there would be no doubt 
of the grave sin committed by one who 
falls away from the Chureh and who 
then accepts a second baptism from a 
non-Catholic. Irregularity would re- 
sult. Here we may mention again that 
ignorance of an irregularity does not 
excuse from it. It suffices that there 
be committed the grave sin which gives 
rise to the disqualification from or- 
ders.** 


ATTEMPTED MARRIAGE 


The third paragraph of Canon 985 
imposes irregularity for attempted 
marriage by one who is already mar- 
ried to another person, or by one who is 
in major orders or who is bound by re- 
ligious vows, even by simple and tem- 
porary vows. The same penalty is in- 
curred by a man who attempts mar- 
riage with a woman who is already mar- 
ried to another person, or who has re- 
ligious vows. Canon 985, n. 3, makes it 
clear that the irregularity results even 
from a merely civil ceremony.** 

Thus, if a cleric in major orders has 
attempted marriage, and is later ab- 
solved from the censure of excommuni- 
‘ation inflicted for this crime,** he 
remains irregular. Dispensation from 
this irregularity is needed before he 
may lawfully exercise his orders again. 
Diocesan faculties often authorize con- 
fessors to absolve, in occult cases, from 
the excommunication of Canon 2388, 
so that the penitent may again receive 
the Sacraments. This absolution from 
censure does not remove the irregu- 
larity, for which other provision must 
be made. 

Irregularity is also inflicted upon 
those who are guilty of voluntary homi- 


Canon 988. 

“The canon uses the words ausi sunt, so 
that any lessening of imputability on the part 
of either intellect or will excuses from the 
penalty. Cfr. Canon 2229, §2. 

“Canon 2388, §1. 
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cide or of abortion, and all co-opera- 
tors in these crimes, if the effect follows. 
It is not the purpose of this article to 
enter upon a detailed treatment of the 
crime of abortion, and we shall confine 
ourselves to a few general ideas on this 
point. 

By abortion is meant the expulsion 
from the womb of a living, non-viable 
fetus, one that cannot survive outside 
the womb. It is this offense which is 
punished by excommunication, reserved 
to the Ordinary, in Canon 2350. Be- 
cause there is question of penalties, 
which are to be interpreted strictly, 
it is commonly held that the censure of 
Canon 2350 is not incurred by the crime 
of craniotomy, for example, in which 
the infant’s head is crushed before it 
is removed, although this operation is 
grievously sinful. The same distinec- 
tion is not effective to free one from 
irregularity, because craniotomy and 
similar operations are forms of homi- 
cide, which is punished by Canon 985, 
n. 4. 

Much could be written about the 
different kinds of co-operation that are 
possible in relation to the morality of 
human acts, but this is not the place for 
extended treatment of the subject. We 
shall say only that the co-operators 
mentioned in Canon 985, n. 4 (omnesque 
cooperantes) must be positive, formal, 
efficacious co-operators, as well as being 
guilty of grave sin. Merely negative 
co-operators, those who refrained from 
doing something to halt the crime, would 
not thereby become irregular. 

Are they irregular who were in mili- 
tary service, and who engaged in com- 
bat, because they caused the death of 
some persons in the enemy forces? 
Omitting any discussion of the condi- 
tions of modern warfare, we shall take 
it for granted that the individual was 
taking part in a just conflict. If so, his 
killing of some persons among the enemy 


would not be vountary homicide in the 
sense of Canon 985, and there would be 
no need for a dispensation from irregu- 
larity. If there were any instance in 
which one acted contrary to the moral 
law and contrary to the so-called rules 
of warfare, with grave fault killing 
some innocent person, he would incur 
irregularity. Consequently, for one who 
had been in service and in combat, there 
would be no question of irregularity, 
unless an incident of this kind had 
taken place. If something of this na- 
ture had happened, it would be a case 
of occult crime and occult irregularity, 
to be taken care of through the con- 
fessor. The procedure for seeking a dis- 
pensation, or for granting it in the con- 
fessional, will be treated later. In the 
previous articles of this series, we have 
touched briefly upon the provisions that 
were made after World War I for dis- 
pensing from irregularity those clerics 
who were conscripted for military serv- 
ice, or who voluntarily enlisted. 


OTHER CAUSES OF IRREGULARITY 


Those who have mutilated themselves 
or others, or who have attempted sui- 
cide, are irregular.> The mutilation 
must be gravely culpable, not merely 
minor in nature. Furthermore, there 
must be subjectively a mortal sin. 
There would be little point in discussing 
this irregularity at length. However, 
it would be no easy task for a confes- 
sor or other priest to overcome doubts 
about the fitness of an aspirant to orders 
who had been guilty of an offense such 
as the above. 

Irregularity is also imposed upon 
clerics who practice medicine or surgery 
without permission, if the death of any- 
one results from such forbidden prac- 
tice.56 This does not mean that one who 
gives first aid will become irregular, if 





%® Canon 985, n. 5. 
* Canon 985, n. 6. 
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the person dies. The prohibited prac- 
tice of medicine and surgery is that 
named in Canon 139, § 2, which for- 
bids various activities that are deemed 
to be foreign to the clerical state. An 
apostolic indult is required to make law- 
ful a elerie’s practice of medicine or 
surgery, which indult is at times granted 
to priests working in mission lands. 
When this indult has been obtained, 
the death of a patient does not lead 
to irregularity. Moreover, the dis- 
qualification does not result from acts 
placed before the reception of tonsure. 
Thus, a physician who later studies for 
the priesthood would not be irregular 
because a patient had died while under 
his care. 


FORBIDDEN EXERCISE OF 
SACRED ORDERS 


One of the irregularities that a con- 
fessor might encounter is that which 
arises from the unlawful placing of an 
act of sacred orders by a cleric who is 
under canonical penalty, forbidding him 
to perform the act. The same irregu- 
larity is incurred by one who places 
such an act, when he does not possess 
the sacred order in question.** The 
sacred orders, of course, are those of 
the subdiaconate, diaconate, priest- 
hood, and a fortiori the episcopate. 

Acts of major orders can be reserved 
simply, that is, in such a manner that 
they cannot be performed by anyone 
who does not possess the order. The 
celebration of Mass is an example of 
this. Actions can also be reserved to 
clerics in major orders so far as their 
solemn administration is concerned. 
For example, only a priest or a deacon 
is permitted to confer solemn baptism.**® 
Irregularity is probably not incurred 
by the performance of acts of the power 
of orders which are restricted solely by 





8 Canon 985, n. 7. 
* Cappello, op. cit., n. 509, 6. 
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ecclesiastical law, such as the consecra- 
tion of altars or chalices by one who 
does not possess the required faculty.*® 

Excommunication, personal interdict, 
and, in certain cases, suspension, all 
forbid the administration of the sacra- 
ments and the sacramentals. Not 
every suspension has this effect, but 
it follows when no distinction is made 
as to the type of suspension that has 
been inflicted,®*! or when the penalty is 
suspensio a divinis, which forbids all 
acts of the power of orders.® 

Hence, if there should occur a case 
in which a cleric in major orders seeks 
absolution from one of the canonical 
penalties mentioned above, the confes- 
sor whose assistance is sought has the 
obligation of determining whether or 
not there has been a violation of that 
‘anonical penalty, with resultant irreg- 
ularity. If there has been, some action 
must be taken to legalize the future 
exercise of orders, and to permit the 
reception of higher orders, if a cleric 
below the order of priesthood be the 
penitent. 

From this it should not be concluded 
that any exercise of sacred orders will 
bring irregularity, if the cleric be ex- 
communicated, suspended, or under 
personal interdict. The Code makes 
provision for cases that can arise, and 
which would otherwise present insoluble 
difficulties. The law states that the 
faithful are permitted, for any just 
cause, to seek the sacraments and the 
sacramentals from an excommunicated 
cleric, especially if no other minister be 
available. In these circumstances, the 
Code declares, the excommunicated 
cleric may perform the rites asked of 
him, and he is not obliged to make any 





° Op. Cit., n. 510. However, by reason of 
Canon 1147, §1, the consecration performed 
without faculties would be invalid. 

® Canons 2261, §1; 2275, §1, n. 2; 2284. 

* Canon 2278, §2. 

® Canon 2279, §2, n. 2. 
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inquiry about the reason for asking his 
ministrations.** The same rule is in 
force for one who is under personal 
interdict or suspension.®* 

Therefore, if a request of this kind be 
presented to the cleric in major orders, 
his complying with it is a lawful ad- 
ministration of the sacraments, and 
does not lead to irregularity. Even if 
the request were only implied, as it is 
in the presence of penitents waiting for 
confessions on Saturday afternoon, the 
administration of the sacrament is law- 
ful. In this we prescind from the grave 
fault that is committed by administering 
a sacrament while in the state of mortal 
sin, and from the sinfulness of allowing 
a state of censure to continue when it is 
possible to obtain absolution from the 
censure. Here we are concerned with 
the situation only in so far as there is 
or is not a violation of a canonical 
penalty, leading to irregularity. Con- 
sequently, a confessor meeting such a 
case should not be satisfied with making 
inquiry simply about the administration 
of Sacraments while the penitent was 
under censure. He must also deter- 
mine the circumstances of that adminis- 
tration, in order to decide whether or 
not irregularity was incurred. 

We have seen also that irregularity 
comes upon one who exercises an act 
of sacred orders, when he lacks that 
order. It is obvious that one below the 
order of priesthood who would attempt 
to offer Mass, to confer Extreme Unc- 
tion, to absolve from sins, would be 
irregular. On the other. hand, a priest 
who lacks faculties for confessions 
would not become irregular, because he 


*® Canon 2261, §2. 

* Canons 2275, n. 2; 2284. However, if the 
cleric be excommunicatus vitandus, or if he 
is under declaratory or condemnatory sen- 
tence, only in danger of death is it permitted 
to seek sacramental absolution from him, 
and, if other ministers be lacking, the other 
Sacraments and sacramentals. 


possesses the proper sacred order, al- 
though he would incur suspension if he 
presumed to act thus, without authori- 
zation from the local Ordinary.® 


THE SUBSTITUTE SUBDEACON 


Perhaps the case about which dis- 
cussion most frequently occurs is that 
of the substitute or “straw” subdeacon. 
The norms according to which a cleric 
other than a subdeacon may fulfill the 
functions of the latter at a solemn Mass 
are laid down in a general decree of 
the Sacred Congregation of Rites, issued 
on March 14, 1906, under the authority 
of St. Pius X.% 

The decree is too lengthy to quote in 
its entirety. However, from the text it 
is clear that grave cause or necessity is 
not required to permit this substitution. 
It is required only that there be a 
reasonable cause. “A cleric is never 
to be assigned to fulfill the office of 
subdeacon at a solemn Mass, unless 
there be a reasonable cause, and he is 
in minor orders, or at least has received 
first tonsure.”” The Ordinary’s permis- 
sion is not required for this substitution, 
unless local regulations make such a 
demand. 

The decree of the Sacred Congrega- 
tion specifies the things that the sub- 
stitute subdeacon must not do. He is 
not to wear the maniple, or to purify the 
chalice or to pour the water in it at the 
Offeratory. He is not to touch the 
chalice after the Consecration, nor is 
he to remove or replace the pall during 
that period. Finally, he does not purify 
or dry the chalice after the ablutions. 
The celebrant is to perform this func- 
tion, leaving the purified chalice for 
the subdeacon to dress and to remove 
from the altar. 

The decree of 1906 does not grant 


” Canon 2366. 
*Decr. Auth. 4181. 
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permission for others than clerics to 
take the place of the subdeacon. 
Nevertheless, if someone should do so, 
he would not incur irregularity, pro- 
vided he did not perform the actions 
forbidden by the decree.** It is held 
by many that neither the wearing of 
the maniple alone, nor the performance 
of these various functions, is sufficient 
to cause irregularity. The substitute 


* Coronata says that in some places custom 
permits professed religious who have not yet 
received tonsure to act as subdeacon (De 
Ordine, Marietti, 1945, n. 147). 





subdeacon must wear the maniple and 
must perform all of the forbidden func- 
tions.*® Moreover, these actions must 
be placed voluntarily and knowingly, 
because no irregularity ex delicto is in- 
curred, unless mortal sin is committed. 
Therefore, he is not irregular who, at 
some time in the past, in good faith, 
performed the prohibited functions 
while he was acting as subdeacon at a 
solemn Mass. 


* Bouscaren-Ellis: Canon Law (Bruce, Mil- 
waukee, 1951), p. 437. 





In the next H P R issue 


ee PS 


Just about one year ago we carried a series of articles by Father Th. J. 
Zubek, O.F.M. Actually that was the first time that this priest from behind 
the Iron Curtain might use his true name with any degree of safety. 

Father Zubek was there. Now our readers will know a great deal more 
than they will read in secular newspapers and magazines in his November 
article, Dissolving of the Church Organization in Countries behind the Iron 
Curtain. 

He recounts the strategy and moves by which a Czecho-Slovakian 
“Catholic Action” group was organized with the purpose in mind of separat- 
ing the priests from the bishops, having recalcitrant priests separate the 
laity from the bishops—toward effecting a dissolution of the Church or- 
ganization. 

Father Zubek is a priest of rare acumen, of magnificent writing style. 
a man of great zeal. ; 
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Homies FOR THE Monrn 
Homilies on the Liturgy of the Sundays and Feasts 


By JOHN C. SELNER, S.S., D.D. 





Feast of All Saints 


Real Life 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Introit: The saints in permanent life 
(2) Collect: They will help us to life 
(3) Lesson: The Heavenly Court 
(4) Gospel: How to attain life 
(5) Conclusion: Communion: Eternal life 
for those who believe 


Any emphasis on eternal life in days 
when so many long for perpetual youth, 
when medical science justifiably boasts 
of its success in extending life-expect- 
ancy a few years beyond former mar- 
gins, and, ironically, when people gen- 
erally are preoccupied about the danger 
of mass destruction, should, it would 
seem, be a very comforting reverie. 
But for some reason, the life to which 
most of us attach our hopes so tena- 
ciously is, in a certain sense, very unreal 
because it never seems to have a satis- 
factory present: either we long for the 
past or put our trust in the future, and 
so we seem to be in an ever transient 
state as we go on our quest for perma- 
nent happiness. That is exactly as God 
intends it to be. The only real life is 
eternal life. 

THE SAINTS IN PERMANENT LIFE 

The Feast of All Saints, besides being 
a very old feast and full of inspiration 
for all of us, has a great deal of theol- 
ogy behind it and a certain amount of 


very sound philosophy. If we do any 
serious thinking about it, we come face 
to face with the essentials of our des- 
tiny: that we exist only to achieve the 
vision of God forever and, by the same 
token, unending happiness. Those who 
have made heroic efforts in their pur- 
suit of that destiny are called “Saints.” 
They are people who forgot everything 
else simply because there is nothing 
else worth remembering. They got 
this conviction, not at the time of their 
death when almost everybody has it, 
but long before, while they were vig- 
orous and healthy, when this life would 
seem to hold up to them an enticing 
future; but it was an earthly future, 
and that is why the saints were never 
really deceived by it. 

We say the saints are heroes, and of 
course they are; and we think of them 
as heroes mainly because they seemed 
to forfeit passing pleasures and con- 
veniences and points of rest in this 
world and kept driving themselves in 
the practice of virtue and the struggle 
for perfection. The difference between 
the saints and us is not so much in the 
struggle, but in the purpose of the 
struggle: we all put aside some present 
good for a future good, but our trouble 
is that we fail to put the future out far 
enough, namely, beyond the grave; and 


47 











THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





so we find out much later in life that 
we have wasted a great deal of effort 
trying to achieve a happiness in which 
there was little joy after all. 

Now the Church knows of this end- 
less seeking, and on this feast she tells 
us: “Here is your destiny.” She asks 
us to raise our eyes to heaven and, 
when we see that great crowd of exult- 
ing spirits, say to ourselves what St. 
Augustine told himself: “What these 
have done, why not I!” 

The opening text of the Mass on All 
Saints Day does not come from the 
Bible. It was composed by the Church 
many centuries ago for the feast of St. 
Agatha. It invites all of us to rejoice 
in union with all the angels and give 
glory to the Son of God. While All 
Saints day is intended to commemorate 
the triumph of God’s heroes, it is also 
a day of glory for our Lord. The 
saints represent the factual evidence of 
Christ’s redeeming power. 


THEY WILL HELP US TO LIFE 


In the prayer which follows the 
Gloria, the Church begs God to grant 
us His mercy in the name of those 
elder brothers of ours who are now en- 
joying eternal bliss. We have a multi- 
tude to intercede for us, the Church 
reminds us in this prayer; and it is 
quite understandable that Catholics 
will entrust all sorts of ventures to dif- 
ferent saints. Even Protestants, at 
times, cannot resist the inclination to 
call on St. Anthony to help them find 
lost articles; and once in a while they 
look to the protection of St. Christo- 
pher as they travel about in their cars. 
Of course, practices of this kind can be- 
come superstitions, but they will never 
be unreasonable so long as we realize 
that the saints in heaven are looking 
out for our good and, above everything 
else, they will do all they can to help us 
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attain heaven. Why do people wonder 
at us when we call on the saints for 
help? What could be more effective 
than to have the saints begging God to 
bring us to eternal life! 


THE HEAVENLY COURT 


The Lesson which is read in the Mass 
for All Saints is very strange. No 
doubt you can hear the priest repeating 
over and over the Latin phrase, “decem 
milia signati . . . decem milia signati.” 
As a matter of fact he says it twelve 
times. This Lesson comes from the 
Apocalypse which was written by St. 
John on the Island of Patmos, presum- 
ably when he was in exile and very old. 
In one sense the Apocalypse is his ver- 
sion of heaven. Since heaven is far be- 
yond our experience, it is not surprising 
that the language of the Apocalypse is 
very difficult to understand; most of it 
is figurative. But it is so majestic! 
Thrilling at times. In this excerpt from 
Chapter Seven, St. John tells us that 
each of the Twelve Tribes of Israel was 
represented by the mystical number of 
twelve thousand. And so he goes on to 
name the leader of each tribe and under 
that leader there were twelve thousand 
signed on the forehead by an angel: 
“decem milia signatv’: twelve thousand 
signed. 

There is one thing about heaven most 
of us may not consciously remember; 
and, to a certain extent, our failure to 
remember that one fact may account 
for the sense of unreality we are in- 
clined to have about our future destiny: 
it is that the salvation we speak of so 
constantly involves us as we know our- 
selves, not some transformed being who 
has no longer our personality or our 
faculties: it is my thinking, remem- 
bering, longing self which finally at- 
tains heaven; it is I who will see and 
be transported with unending bliss; it 
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is I who will inhabit the mansions of 
which Our Lord speaks. I will keep 
my knowledge and my love and my 
memory, but then everything I have 
will be focused on the cause of all de- 
light, Jesus Christ Himself and the 
Eternal God; I will be completely ful- 
filled; every yearning for happiness 
will be entirely and unendingly satis- 
fied. Too often we think of heaven as 
a kind of amphitheater where everyone 
just sits—or worse still, kneels—forever 
and ever; something like a great church. 
But that is only our poor way of imagi- 
ning what St. Paul says no man can 
picture; and the reason no man can 
picture heaven is that no man has ever 
experienced perfect happiness; and so 
we take the few samples of joy we can 
think of here on earth and try to pro- 
tract them endlessly, with, of course, 
an accompanying sense of futility and 
unreality. Heaven is union with God, 
the life for which we are really in- 
tended. 


HOW TO ATTAIN LIFE 


The Gospel on All Saints Day indi- 
‘ates that the struggle is a mighty one; 


for the few years we are down in this 


world we are expected to do violence 
to ourselves and keep the world around 
us from making us believe we have no 
other purpose than that of trying to at- 
tain happiness here. Our Lord’s words 
in this short excerpt from the Sermon 
on the Mount make it very evident 
that our main happiness on this earth 
will have to be guaged by the effort we 
are making to get to heaven. He wants 
us to remember that this passing life 


has no meaning except in so far as it 
helps us to come to our real life-beyond. 
Therefore He gives us a doctrine which 
is precisely the opposite of what we are 
taught by the world. Six days a week, 
and even more on Sunday, the world is 
using every device to distract us from 
our destiny. Since the final end for 
the worldly is down on this earth, they 
preach the opposite doctrine of the gos- 
pel which we read on this feast of All 
Saints: “Blessed are the rich; blessed 
are the powerful; blessed are the people 
with no worries; blessed are they’ who 
take care of themselves, who can en- 
joy the pleasures of the flesh, who make 
wars and win them: theirs is the king- 
dom of earth.” But the world has no 
answer for the innocent inquirer who 
says: “Yes, but what about death and 
the end of all this?” All we are told 
is to forget death as much as we can, 
or, at all events, “to eat, drink and be 
merry, for tomorrow we die!” 

The simple fact that the saints of 
God believed our Lord is brought out 
in the Communion of the Mass by the 
quotation from the beatitudes, “Blessed 
are the pure of heart.” Christ pointed 
out that it is better to be poor now and 
rich later, to be meek now and have 
everything later, to grieve now and be 
comforted later, to be merciful and 
pure and suffer persecution now, but 
come triumphantly into the kingdom 
of eternal bliss when this short time of 
probation is over. That makes sense. 
Moreover, it made heroes of the saints 
who, after all, believed that a passing 
life is very nebulous and vague, while 
an eternal life is the only real life. 


(Homilies continued on following page) 


49 





THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 








OUTLINE: 
(1) Introit: 
things 
(2) Collect: The Church’s pleading 
(3) Epistle: Spiritual progress 
(4) Gospel: Better and worse 
(5) Conclusion: Communion: 
from self 


Christ pleading for better 


Delivery 


The Mass today begins with a psalm 
we hear most often at funerals: “Out 
of the depths I have cried unto Thee, 
O Lord: Lord hear my voice. If Thou, 
O Lord, shalt mark iniquities, Lord 
who shall stand it!” However, the rea- 
son it is used at funerals is that it is a 
most eloquent prophecy of the Re- 
demption by Christ. It is a song of 
hope, really. And, it may be surprising 
to know, the Church uses that psalm 
at Vespers on the glorious feast of 
Christmas! He intercedes from the 
manger as if it were an altar, and in- 
deed He offers Himself this morning at 
Mass in the same spirit; we can do 
nothing to better ourselves; we need 
Him. 


SPIRITUAL PROGRESS 


The prayer which follows the Gloria 
continues somewhat in the same spirit: 
“OQ God, our refuge and our strength, 
hearken to the prayer of Thy Church 
.... Now it is the Chureh which 
pleads for us. She is the Bride of 
Christ; she takes His prayer to her 
heart and offers it to the Eternal Father 
for us. It is an inspiring thought, as 
we go through our life-struggle that the 
Church is begging forgiveness for us as 
a mother would plead for her children. 
But the prayer also reminds us that 
what we beg must be backed up by 
faith: “that what we seek by faith, we 
many assuredly receive ... .” 
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Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 


Better Things 


St. Paul in his letter to the Philip- 
pians begins with the idea that we are 
to have confidence in our Lord’s re- 
demption. When he wrote this epistle 
he was in prison at Rome. Any bishop 
or priest who is currently interned by 
the Communists is sharing by close 
analogy the apostolate of this greatest 
of Christian missioners. Whenever St. 
Paul was in prison he seemed to be as 
busy with the churches as he was when 
he travelled from one to another. 
Somebody came to him about a report 
on the Church of Philippi; altogether it 
was quite satisfactory; but the Apostle 
was worried about some preachers of 
false doctrine who were trying to make 
these European converts believe they 
had to live by the Jewish law. That is 
why St. Paul begins this passage by 
saying (in equivalent language): “I 
am confident of one thing: you were 
given the grace of conversion by our 
Lord, and I know you will hold fast to 
the doctrine I have preached to you 
right to the end of your lives, the day 
of Christ Jesus.” Perseverance is what 
counts, and St. Paul is praying that his 
converts will not be led astray while 
he is far off in prison. He loved the 
Philippians and in the excerpt we read 
today, if we were to translate it freely, 
it might sound like this: “God is my 
witness. How much my heart longs for 
you with the very love of Christ!” 
Therefore he wanted the very best for 
them: perseverance to the end. Above 
all he wanted them to learn more about 
their religion, to acquire a delicate per- 
ception of Christian truth—an enlight- 
ened love, he calls it, full of knowledge 
and understanding. 

And when St. Paul hopes that from 
this understanding they may approve 
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of what he calls the “better things,” he 
may be still preoccupied by the fear 
that they will believe the current errors 
which are preached to them. You can 
see, dearly beloved, that from the very 
days of the Apostles the Church has 
had every reason to be concerned that 
we get the truth and persevere in it. If 
you study the history of Christianity, 
you find invariably that those who de- 
viate ever so little from the teaching 
of the Church, end up by denying the 
fundamentals of Christ’s doctrine. We 
need a guide constantly, just as the 
Phillipians needed St. Paul to keep 
them from error. And in our day what 
is called freedom of thought often 
brings men to deny the most obvious 
truths. “No absolutes!” they tell you. 
“Just think as you please, whether it 
conforms to the truth or not.” No 
mind could ever be satisfied with the 
modern-day axiom: “What is true 
for you may be false for everybody 
else; but go ahead and believe it any- 
how, just so you stay free.” 


BETTER AND WORSE 


These last Sundays after Pentecost 
keep reminding us of the Last Judg- 
ment which will be described in detail 
by our Lord in the gospel for the final 
Sunday after Pentecost. The Chris- 
tians of St. Paul’s time were under the 
impression that the end of the world 
was close at hand, and every so often 
you will find references in St. Paul’s 
epistles, such as the one we read today, 
to the Judgment of mankind by Christ. 
Likely that is what the Apostle means 
when he speaks of persevering unto the 
day of Christ Jesus. In any case, all 
religious effort on our part is really a 
preparation for that final day, and the 
lesson of the epistle is most helpful in- 
deed if we are made aware of that one 
fact. The ending of the ecclesiastical 
year is very much like the ending of a 


life and, with the Great Scrutiny of the 
Judgment in our minds, we are more 
likely to abound in charity and be filled 
with the fruit of justice. We call that 
spiritual progress. 

The Gospel for today’s Mass tells us 
at the start that the Pharisees went 
and consulted among themselves how 
to ensnare Jesus in His speech. How 
little men have changed with the pass- 
ing years! Perhaps we might better 
say, how little change there is in men of 
bad will. The Pharisees were the 
leaders of the revealed religion which 
preceded Christianity. People looked 
up to them for religious direction and 
example; but they thought more of their 
position and influence than of the re- 
sponsibilities they had assumed with 
their leadership. So Christ comes 
across their path, preaches the word of 
truth and salvation to the people and, 
because the Pharisees were afraid to 
rebuke Him openly, knowing they 
could never gainsay what He preached, 
they consulted together to see if they 
could find some technicality, cause Him 
to make some slip of the tongue and 
then trumphantly and with an impres- 
sive show of righteousness, condemn 
Him—or give the people to understand 


’ He had condemned Himself. 


They talked it over among them- 
selves: “What can we catch Him on?” 
They had tried several approaches: 
asked Him all sorts of points about the 
law; but this time they hit upon 4 
political angle which had for the Jews 
a very deep religious significance. The 
Pharisees tried to get the Jews to ac- 
cept Roman domination, though they 
probably resented it themselves. At 
any rate “Caesar” was a mighty word 
in those days and rebellion against him 
could bring death, especially for a Jew. 
So, if they could distort something 
Christ would say, they might be able to 
encompass His death and stand aside 
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themselves telling the people: “Well, 
that’s the way it goes!” As a matter of 
fact, there was a ery when He stood 
before Pilate that He had taught the 
people not to give tribute to Caesar; 
they failed to get Him to say that, so 
they simply told an open lie about it 
later. That was crude, showing how 
stupid men can be when hate goes 
beyond their own power to reason. 
Even their natfve cleverness deserts 
them. 


THE LOADED QUESTION 


You might think that consulting 
among themselves about this and add- 
ing together what they had individually 
against Christ, they might have avoided 
the obviously blundering approach by 
which they introduced the question 
which was to ensnare Him. “We know 
Thou art a true speaker and teachest 
the way of God in truth without fear of 
any man...” and the rest. How vapid! 
Did they think the wisdom of Christ 
could suddenly become foolishness be- 
cause of a little flattery? Did they 
hope to hide their bad will by a show 
of admiration? The evangelist calls 
this “wickedness.”” The malice of will- 
ful deceit! How people detest insin- 
cerity, trickery! Our Lord spent no 
time on conciliation: “Why do you 
tempt me, you hypocrites!” 

The exasperating element in this ques- 
tion about tribute to Caesar, as far as 
our Lord was concerned, was the at- 
tempt to give all His religious teaching, 
His sublime example and His entirely 
spiritual mission some political and 
economic significance. It was the old 
story of liberation: a Messias would 
come and give the Jews independence 
and world leadership. But He would 
have to call for open rebellion against 
Roman authority, and in that the 
Pharisees knew our Lord would fail. 
We know He would never have failed 
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had He the remotest intention of being 
that kind of liberator; all the kings of 
the earth would have paid Him tribute 
if He had used His power. But every- 
thing He had taught thus far was pre- 
cisely the opposite: “Be poor in spirit, 
meek, suffer persecution, mourn; then 
you will be blessed!” And because He 
refused to enter their political contro- 
versies, they would trap Him by mount- 
ing some pious references to the law: 
Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar? 
If He said it was lawful, He was irre- 
ligious; if He said it was not lawful, 
He was a rebel. 


DELIVERY FROM SELF 


Perhaps a broader interpretation of 
our Lord’s answer will bring out more 
forcibly the lesson He was determined 
to teach. It might be expressed this 
way: “Do what you like about Caesar, 
but what I am trying to bring home to 
you is your duty to God: that is what 
counts. Let the world have its changes 
and its bewildering struggle for progress, 
but God is eternal and your destiny is 
eternal, and you will fail entirely if 
you do not take your mind off this 
arth and broaden the knowledge of 
your future beyond a free Palestine 
and the conquest of the Gentiles. 
Therefore render to God the things that 
are God’s!”’ 

The more you contemplate this 
mighty rout of the Pharisees, the more 
abundant proof you have of our Lord’s 
supernal wisdom. They fell into the 
trap they set and came away accused 
and guilty of refusing to give to God 
what belonged to God. Too busy with 
polities! 

The Mass today has us looking, as 
St. Paul says, for the “better things.” 
We seek for them out of the depths of 
our earthiness, and in the Communion 
verse we beg God to incline His ear to 
our prayer that we may be liberated, 
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not from some political leader, but from 
ourselves and our failure to have knowl- 
edge and understanding of why we were 
put here. Everyone who has ever really 


understood why he was born is rendering 
to God what belongs to God. That 
means we must render ourselves to God 
because it is us that He wants! 


Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 


Exiles 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Introit: 
(2) Collect: 


Our return from exile 

Captivity of sin 

(3) Epistle: Pressing toward the goal 

(4) Gospel: Confidence of lonely exiles 

(5) Conclusion: Communion: Ask and re- 
ceive 


This morning the priest begins the 
Mass with the words of Jeremias the 
Prophet. They were addressed to the 
children of Israel who were in exile at 
Babylon. He tells them that the 
thoughts of the Lord for them are 
thoughts of peace and the day is not 
far off when they will come to their 
homeland and be happy. The days of 
trial and penance will soon be over. 
The Church uses texts on these Sundays 
after Pentecost that remind us forcibly 
of the eternal destiny we have and of 
our deliverance from this exile down on 
earth. Perhaps, like the Jews in Baby- 
lon, we may begin to settle too well 
here and feel that, after all, the present 
is enough to consider and the life we 
are in has many advantages. Only the 
truly religious Jews sighed for home 
and longed for an ending of their exile. 
They realized that Babylon was a land 
of punishment for them and they used 
to say that at the waters of Babylon 
they sat and wept when they remem- 
bered Sion. 


CAPTIVITY OF SIN 


The Collect today also asks God to 
deliver us from the bonds of sin. Do- 
ing what we please puts us in exile from 


our homeland, and, really this is a vale 
of tears, as we call it in the “Hail Holy 
Queen,” only because of sin. It is hard 
to remember this when we become 
aware of it only on an occasional Sun- 
day morning. Yet the Church is trying 
to impress us through these texts of the 
Mass that salvation is beyond this earth 
and that we are making a mistake, a 
serious mistake, if we think of this life 
as anything but a temporary captivity 
from which, by a life of grace and good- 
ness, we must look for deliverance. 
The Epistle of St. Paul to the Phil- 
lipians mentions the great effort the 
Apostle is making to press forward to 
the goal. And he complains bitterly 
about people who cannot get their 
minds off the things of time. How 
graphically he expresses it! Their 
god is their belly. Now what is the 
meaning of this? St. Paul’s greatest 
trial in his ministry was the contra- 
dictory doctrine that was preached to 
the converts he had made by men who 
insisted on keeping the Jewisn law and 
practices. In the first part of the chap- 
ter (which is not read at this Mass) 
St. Paul calls these Judaisers “dogs.” 
He is outraged by the fact that these 
men preach a false doctrine and collect 
money for it. That is why he says they 
are working against Christ, enemies of 
the cross of Christ, thinking only of 
this earth and making a living. In- 
posters! Their god is their belly! And 
another interesting point is that the 
chapter from which the short passage 
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we read is taken gives a very detailed 
account of what St. Paul did as a Jew 
before he came to realize that the old 
law was changed by Christ to the great 
law of love. 

He makes this emphatic, that all the 
religious practices you can think of 
are of no use until one has the spiritual 
attitude. And, as for the practices of 
the Old Law, they are simply a waste 
of time since Christ came. His lesson 
is still vital. A Catholic may think 
that he has only to conform to certain 
observances and for that be assured of 
salvation; but he may never take the 
trouble to bring his heart to God; he 
may never truly deliver himself to 
the love of Christ. St. Paul says he 
was the best Hebrew you could find: 
he kept all the laws, went through the 
rite of circumcision when he was only 
a week old, belonged to the tribe of 
Benjamin, spoke Hebrew as his parents 
did before him and was even a Pharisee. 
To show how loyal he was to the law 
of Moses, he persecuted the Jews who 
became Christians and he was beyond 
reproach in keeping the law to the 
letter. He used to think this was all 
to his credit, but once he found out 
about Christ, he counted all of this 
as loss. In fact, he says, everything is 
loss except the knowledge of Christ and, 
so far as he is concerned, there is noth- 
ing in this whole world that counts for a 
thing except the love of Christ. 


PRESSING TOWARD THE GOAL 


But he also realized that the crown 
-was not won yet. With a kind of 
gracious humility he tells them that he 
keeps pressing on in hope of attaining 
the goal, of getting home. If anyone 
could be saved by the practices of the 
Old Law, he could; but that is gone. 
It was abrogated by Christ, and now, 
all that counts is Christ. Anyone who 
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knows anything of Christianity must 
sense this, he says. And then he comes 
to the sentence which opens the excerpt 
we read in today’s Mass: in this rejec- 
tion of the Old Law, imitate me; be 
content to follow my example; remem- 
ber that your true home is in heaven. 

From these few words of St. Paul, 
you get a photograph of him. How re- 
freshing his definiteness is! And with 
all his storming, there is a tenderness of 
spirit which shows repeatedly in his 
attitude toward the Philippians. He 
calls them his delight and his prize. 
But they must stand firmly in the Lord 
as he does. You have often heard the 
text: “Be ye imitators of me, as I also 
am of Christ.” But now you can see 
that St. Paul means we should imitate 
him in the directness with which he 
intends to find his way to heaven. This 
earth is an exile and the only happiness 
we can know is to pursue Christ. 

The rest of the passage in the epistle 
this morning is taken up with two 
women who probably were having a 
quarrel over some church matter. 
Maybe they were deaconesses_ in 
Phillipi; religious women no doubt, but 
in some argument. St. Paul stops his 
evangelization of whole continents to 
settle the quarrel. After all these cen- 
turies, their names come down to us. 
but what they were arguing about has 
long been forgotten. The important 
thing is that they be reunited in the 
Lord. It could be that each of them 
wrote St. Paul long letters explaining 
her side of the case, and his only answer 
was that they should settle their dif- 
ferences by being of one mind in the 
Lord. 


CONFIDENCE OF LONELY EXILES 


The story in this morning’s Gospel is 
very touching. A ruler bends his knee. 
A commander begs! In the face of 
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death, he is modest, helpless. But the 
faith of this man! Whowas he? What 
enlightenment he must have had about 
our Blessed Lord: “Come, lay Thy 
hands on my dead daughter and she 
shall live!” And really, one of the 
most eloquent passages in the whole 
Gospel in this sentence: “And Jesus, 
rising up, followed him with his dis- 
ciples!” He asks and Jesus follows 
him! He might have turned to some- 
one at the funeral of his daughter and 
said: “I am going to look for Jesus of 
Nazareth; He’ll lay His hand on this 
girl and she’ll come back to life!” The 
Gospel says he came and adored Him. 
Can you see that picture of the ruler 
kneeling and Jesus rising up? 

St. Matthew throws in another inci- 
dent, a circumstance which happened 
as He was on his way. One or two 
sentences indicate a whole life-history 
was changed. Here is a woman in 
whose mind there is only one question: 
I have this affliction; what can I do 
about it? It worried her for twelve 
years. Then, suddenly the greatest 
idea she ever had in her life came to her: 
I will go to Jesus of Nazareth about 
it. But when she saw the majestic 
presence of the Master with his dis- 
ciples crowding around Him on the 
way to the home of the dead girl, she 
felt it would be difficult to ask Him for 
a cure; perhaps she was embarrassed 
too; but not thwarted. Then came an 
act that could have been prompted 
only by divine grace. She would 
silently lay hold of His garment and 
that would cure her. Perhaps a few 
days before some doctor had told her: 
“Well, there’s nothing we can do; it’s 
a hopeless case; no cure.” What would 
he have thought if she had told him: 
“T’m going to Jesus of Nazareth and 
touch His clothes; that will heal me!” 
Once we really have the faith, we begin 
to live in a different. world. 


But the mourners around this ruler’s 
daughter are going through the de- 
cencies that should attend the dead. 
In those days they would cry out and 
pretend a sorrow they could but vaguely 
feel. They sewed garments and wove 
wreaths and made a tumult, more to 
honor the ruler than his daughter. There 
was nothing they could do for her; 
she was dead. Then Jesus of Nazareth 
comes to the room of mourning as 
Master of Life and Death. They 
laughed Him to scorn: a quick exchange 
between tears and laughter. But the 
ruler did not laugh; he waited outside 
with the rest and probably defended 
himself for letting them all be put out 
of the death chamber while Jesus went 
in. Four words describe the result: 
“And the maid arose!” 


ASK AND RECEIVE 


Both of these incidents bring back 
the fact that we are all exiles in this 
world. Even though the woman was 
cured of her bleeding, she had only a 
relatively short time to live; even 
though the Lord of Life and Death took 
the dead girl by the hand and brought 
her back to this world, she was gone 
again in a few years. But the story of 
faith will never be forgotten, either 
here or in heaven. These people knew 
where to go when they wanted some- 
thing, and they knew how to ask for it. 
In both of them here was an over- 
whelming confidence born of a need. 
If ever we feel a great need of Jesus, 
we will have their faith; or could it be 
that if we had their faith we should 
feel a great need of Jesus? That need 
is what St. Paul talked about to the 
Philippians. He told them that we 
look for a Savior who will form this 
humbled body of ours anew and mould 
it into the image of His glorified Body. 

The Communion of the Mass today 
reminds us to approach our Lord as 


55 











THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





the woman and the ruler approached 
Him. And the reminder does not come 
from some pious writer or some saintly 
recluse, but from the lips of our Lord 


Himself, and emphatically, because He 
says in effect: “I tell you that whatever 
you ask when you pray, believe that 
you shall receive it, and you shall.” 


Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Good Works 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Collect: Seek the fruit of good works 
(2) Epistle: Knowing the will of God 
(3) Gospel: Temporal good 
(4) Conclusion: Postcommunion: Removal 
of evil 


On this last Sunday of the Church’s 
year we are reminded of the climactic 
end which will come to this world in 
which we live. People have been con- 
jecturing since the time of Christ when 
that day is to be, but our Divine Lord 
has made clear that no one knows; all 
are informed as to what it will be. 
The Mass today is full of preoccupation 
about this prophecy. 


SEEK THE FRUIT OF GOOD WORKS 


The main prayer of the day, which 
follows the Gloria, begs God to stir up 
our wills so that we may more earnestly 
seek the fruit of good works. It is on 
that basis that the final judgment will 
be made and when the last day comes 
men will realize that nothing else 
matters. And what, indeed, will be 
the fruit of those good works? Eternal 
Joy! Many times good works bring 
present sorrow, restraint; but the wis- 
dom in performing them comes from 
the fact that we are putting off a tem- 
porary good to gain an eternal good. 
Somehow, even the world considers this 
an eminently reasonable way of doing, 
but the world stops short of eternal 
good. Men will make harrowing sacri- 
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fices for an indefinite future on this 
earth, and at times you wonder how 
they can stand the strain: working 
long hours, studying for years, giving 
up pleasures day after day—all in the 
hope that sometime in later life they 
will be able to sit back’ and enjoy 
themselves. Yet when it comes to 
moral good, they seem to be uncon- 
vineed that the effort is worth while. 
Of course, only faith can enlighten them 
about that and faith is a gift. So the 
Church prays this morning that we may 
have our wills stirred up to seek more 
earnestly after the fruit of good works. 





KNOWING THE WILL OF GOD 


St. Paul, too, in his letter to the 
Colossians, of which a small portion is 
read in today’s Mass, tells them that 
he is praying they will come to know 
the will of God in all wisdom and under- 
standing. And what will be the sign 
of this knowledge? They will walk 
worthy of God, in all things pleasing, 
fruitful in every good work, which in- 
cludes patience and long-suffering with 
joy. The idea that this is only a time 
of testing is never far from the teaching 
of St. Paul and there is hardly a Sun- 
day throughout the year that some 
emphasis of this fact is not brought out 
in the texts of the Missal. The word 
had come to the Apostle that the 
Colossians were very lively in their 
faith, though they had been subjected 
to false teachings about Christ. So 
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he insists that our redemption is through 
the blood of Christ, our Redeemer, and 
it is thus that we are to be made par- 
takers with the saints in light; and this 
in contrast to the darkness which is 
ignorance and sin. 

It is most reasonable that if a man 
has a choice (and his free will gives him 
a choice), he should be credited when 
he chooses good instead of evil; and 
the more good he pursues, the more 
surely he will attain the goal which 
God has set for him. 


TEMPORAL GOOD 


The whole chapter from which the 
Gospel is taken for this morning’s Mass 
is very enlightening. The prophecy of 
the end of the world came forth from 
our Lord’s lips when the disciples began 
to boast of the temple. It was typical 
of their desire to see a kingdom estab- 
lished in this world and to forget about 
the next. The magnificent temple was 
significant of glory in this world, even 
though it was dedicated to God and 
to worship. The disciples forgot for 
the moment why it was built. They 
called our Savior’s attention to the 
inspiring view they had of the temple, 
and He let them know abruptly it would 
all be destroyed and, together with it, 
all the hopes they had fastened on glory 
in this world. Not a bit of that temple 
will be left, He told them, and then 
what will you have? 

What good will it do in that day to 
be able to say to our Lord: “I was a 
great construction engineer, a builder 
of cities.” Or for one to proclaim that 
he was a great artist, a poet, a philos- 
opher, a world figure in politics! The 
only answer which will have any logic 
at that time will be, “Look into your 
soul! What are you now? That is all 
that matters; your buildings and your 
paintings and your books and your 
governments are destroyed ; what is left? 


Only your good works; and what about 
them?” 

We know very well that the descrip- 
tion of the end of the world is really 
an exciting picture study intended by 
our Lord to bring home this truth: what 
about your soul? 


REMOVAL OF EVIL 


The Last Judgment is also a day of 
triumph for Christ. On that day He 
will be vindicated by the Holy Spirit 
before the whole world. Everything 
He did, every word He spoke will have 
its full meaning then. And all who have 
scoffed at Him will—much too late— 
see the madness that possessed them. 
But what a thrill of joy will come to 
those who have been with Christ in 
His tribulations! 

Our Lord ends his description of the 
last day very calmly with deeply sig- 
nificant advice. “Look around!” He 
tells His disciples in effect. ‘While 
everything is still in order, make your 
decision as you do when you look at 
a fig tree in the spring. You know 
what to expect; now you can decide 
what to do about it; then it will be too 
late. All the indications have been 
given you and it is your own fault if 
you ignore them. There will be a last 
day, a day of judgment, and then what 
is transitory will give place to what is 
eternal. Far better, our Lord suggests, 
if we make the judgment on ourselves, 
now, the last day will reveal nothing 
if we thus prepare for it. 

We have been given a lesson today 
that what counts above all else is the 
will of God and good works. What a 
harvest of those we can reap if we begin 
now! We can survive any catastrophe 
with the faith of a pure soul. The 
prayer at the Postcommunion begs that, 
through this Mass, whatever is corrupt 
in our souls may be restored. That 
means that salvation is at hand. 
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First Sunday of Advent 


A New Day 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Introit: Awaiting the dawn 

(2) Epistle: Works of light 

(3) Alleluia: Dispelling the mists 

(4) Gospel: The light of Christ’s coming 

(5) Communion: New growth 

(6) Conclusion: Postcommunion: Longing 
for new life and light 


Today is the beginning of a new year 
for the Church. Sometimes the weather 
is significantly dark, for the season 
into which we are entering represents 
long ages of yearning before the Light 
of the World was born. The prayers 
we say during these days of Advent 
thrill with the pains of a thousand 
years. Prophets and sages all strained 
their eyes in the darkness to get some 
hopeful glimpse of “Him who was to 
come.” He would be the Light shining 
in the darkness and those who were 
dark of soul and blind would not see 
Him. 


AWAITING THE DAWN 


The first thing the Church says this 
morning is: “To Thee, O Lord, I have 
lifted up my soul; in Thee, O God, I 
put my trust! Those who await Thee 
shall not wait in vain.” Then at the 
Collect the Church prays that we may 
be rescued from impending dangers 
and, being set free, obtain salvation. 

It is quite natural that in this season 
there should be a combination of the 
old worship of the synagogue and that 
of Christianity. It will do us good 
to look back upon our beginnings. It 
will make us grateful to Christ for com- 
ing when we see what the world was 
before He came. In the early days, 
Christians followed much of the wor- 
ship of the Jews, so that the Roman 
authorities for a time confused Chris- 
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tians with Jews, or thought Christians 
were some sect which was essentially 
Jewish. But when Christianity took 
its root in Rome, our prayer-lfe be- 
came more distinctive without abandon- 
ing the prayers of the Old Law, chiefly 
the psalms. In Advent, the Church 
stresses the Old Law and, in a broad 
sense, the absence of Christ. This is 
only to make us long for Him the more. 
We keep Advent as something of a 
penitential season, though not, indeed, 
as severe as Lent. Years ago in this 
country, it was customary to fast on 
the Fridays of Advent; this is no longer 
done, but the idea of repentance is still 
emphasized during Advent. The Gloria 
disappears from the Masses of the 
season and the priest comes to the 
altar clothed in somber purple. So 
the Church does with the joyful mystery 
of our redemption what a mother does 
in play with her children: she hides from 
them what they already have, so they 
will be all the happier when they find 
it again. 


WORKS OF LIGHT 


The passage read in the Mass from 
St. Paul’s epistle to the Romans likens 
this season to the night, just before the 
break of day. It is time to rise from 
sleep and begin our search after the 
Lord by casting off the works of dark- 
ness and living as children of the light. 
Our anxiety for salvation should cause 
us, so to speak, to lose sleep. Suspense 
and expectation are involved here. St. 
Paul lists the pursuits of those who 
love the darkness and are not con- 
cerned with salvation. If the spiritual 
nature is asleep, the animal nature will 
be wide awake; and so he speaks of 
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drunkenness and impurity and conten- 
tion. 

Unlike the season of Lent, the 
Church does not discontinue the use of 
alleluia during Advent. She thus re- 
minds us that, after all, the Incarnate 
Word is to be born and we are to look 
forward to that happy climax of Ad- 
vent with joy; and if we take a more 
realistic attitude, Christ has already 
come and redeemed us, and so there is 
all the more reason for joy. So the 
alleluia-verse this morning calls upon 
the Lord to show us His mercy and 
grant us His salvation. How often 
that word salvation comes before us! 
It is the one objective of all religion; 
the attainment of God and everlasting 
happiness. But we need so much help 
to arrive at our end, and for help in 
this the Church constantly pleads. 


THE LIGHT OF CHRIST’S COMING 


The first meaning of this season is 
the recollection that Christ came to 
us in the flesh; there is the central fact 
of all history. The next meaning of 
Advent is the coming of Christ to 
our hearts. What good would it do to 
have a merely historical record that 
the Son of God came down to earth if 
His coming had nothing to do with our 
souls! He comes to us in our Baptism 
and from then on in every sacrament in 
which we participate, particularly the 
Holy Eucharist. Your preparation 
for Holy Communion, for example, is 
something like a short season of Ad- 


vent. But there is another coming of 
Christ which these days bring out 


forcibly and that is described in this 
morning’s Gospel. Last week we heard 
the prophecy of the end of the world; 
it was given us by our Lord as the year 
was ending: it represented the culmi- 
nation of everything. This week we 


hear another account of the end of the 
world by St. Luke. But the point of 
view is slightly different, or, at least, 
the Church has a different purpose in 
putting it in her Mass today. She wants 
us to remember that the final coming of 
the Son of God requires very special 
preparation, a day-to-day Advent, so 
to speak. The real fruit of the redemp- 
tion comes for each of us on that great 
day of Christ’s final coming. Then, if 
all has been well with us, we shall be 
called solemnly to eternal glory, to 
follow the Son of Man into Heaven as 
He returns in great power and majesty, 
lifting our heads, as St. Luke says in 
his gospel. Our redemption is nigh. 


A verse from Psalm 84 is used for 
the Communion text today. It tells us 
that God will give us goodness and the 
earth shall yield her fruit. The com- 
ing of our Blessed Lord from the Root 
of Jesse, His exquisite Mother, is like 
the flowering of a mystic plant sprung 
up from our lowly earth. Advent re- 
minds us frequently of the Virgin 
Mother who gave Christ to us. She 
was the Paradise of the Incarnation, 
the one spot where the Word of God 
could take root; for there the soil was 
cultivated and prepared by the most 
astounding graces; here was no corro- 
sion of sin; within her all was fertile 
with virtue, and from that blessed oasis 
sprang our salvation. 


At the end of the Mass the Church 
prays that we may receive the mercy 
of the Lord, here in His Church, and 
thus be in the mood to prepare for the 
great festival of our redemption. It 
is that alertness which we must achieve 
in order to recognize, as children of the 
day, the coming of our salvation and 
the splendor of new life in Christ. 
“Come, Lord Jesus!” 
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Seeking the Sheep of the 


House of Israel 


By the RIGHT REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litt. D., LL.D. 


Onsite should take an inter- 
est in the conversion of Israel. No one 
is excluded from the universal redemp- 
tion of Christ. He died for all men. 
He gave commission to His Apostles 
that they should teach all nations, that 
they should preach the gospel to every 
creature. When He sent out His twelve 
Apostles, He gave them power over un- 
clean spirits and to heal all manner of 
diseases. He gave them also a special 
command: “Go ye not into the way of 
the Gentiles, and into the city of the 
Samaritans enter ye not, but go ye 
rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel” (Matt. x: 1-6). 

It is in obedience to the express com- 
mand of our Lord that the Apostles 
carried their message first to the house 
of Israel, to their own people. “To the 
Jews first,” are words that occur about 
twelve times in the epistles of Saint 
Paul. At Antioch, when the Apostles 
attempted to carry out the apostolate 
confided to them, and spoke to their 
own countrymen, there were those 
among the crowd who contradicted and 
blasphemed. With a nod of reproach 
the Apostles said to them: “To you it 
behooved us to speak first the word of 
God, but seeing you reject it, behold 
we turn to the Gentiles.” But they did 
not turn away permanently from the 
children of Israel because of the dis- 
affection of a few; it is a matter of rec- 
ord that at Iconium, Thessalonica, 
Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, Rome, the 
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Apostles continued to preach to the 
Jews first. 


MARY APPEARS TO A CONVERT JEW 


Our Lord Himself expressly declared 
that He was not sent but to the “lost 
sheep of the house of Israel,” as re- 
corded in the fifteenth chapter of St. 
Matthew’s Gospel. It is almost true to 
say that His public ministry was ex- 
clusively confined to those of His own 
race. There is no record in His public 
life that He visited any other country 
than His own. Certainly the Catholic 
of today should feel that he is carry- 
ing out the wishes of his Master when 
he spends himself to encourage the 
apostolate to Israel. It is indeed fitting 
from a merely natural point of view 
that a disciple of Jesus Christ, who 
prides himself on being a child of Mary, 
a client and friend of St. Joseph, and 
a member of the Church founded by the 
Apostles, should give his preference 
among the nations of the world to the 
nation of Jesus, Mary, Joseph and the 
Apostles. Fr. Faber tells us that we 
cannot rightly love the Son of Mary 
if we do not love Mary and, by the 
same token, it is difficult for us to say 
we love the Son and His Mother if we 
do not love their people. 

Our Blessed Lady has seen fit to give 
evidence of her love for her own people 
through the lifelong ministrations of 
Fr. Marie Alphonse Ratisbonne, a Jew 
who was converted to the Catholic faith 
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through his own personal vision of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. It was on Jan. 
20, 1842 that she appeared to Alphonse 
as she is represented on the Miraculous 
Medal, “tall, shining, full of majesty 
and sweetness.” 

After he had knelt down in obedience 
to a sign given him by the Blessed 
Virgin, this Jew, incredulous and ob- 
stinate before, arose a Christian, and 
devoted his life to the apostolate of 
Israel. It seems reasonable to assume 
that Our Lady deigned to make this 
personal appearance in Rome in order 
to recall Catholics to their duty of 
praying and working for the people of 
her own race. 


“, .. ONCE THY CHOSEN PEOPLE” 


Every Christian is bound by a debt 
of gratitude toward the Jews who gave 
us the Savior of the world, His Holy 
Mother, the Seriptures, the Apostles. 
There is also the stimulus of personal 
advantage prompting us to take up this 
apostolate. In Holy Writ many graces 
and blessings are promised to those who 
take an interest in the spiritual welfare 
of Israel: “I will bless them that bless 
thee, Israel” (Gen. xiii: 3). “They 
shall prosper that love thee” (Ps. exxi: 
6). The Church herself gives us ex- 
ample. In her Act of Solemn Consecra- 
tion to the Sacred Heart she prays to 
the Redeemer of the human race: 
“Turn Thine eyes of mercy towards the 
children of that race, once Thy chosen 
people. Of old they called upon them- 
selves the blood of the Saviour, may it 
now descend upon them a laver of re- 
demption and of life.” We cannot deny 
the self-evident truth that, of all na- 
tions, the Jewish nation is the greatest 
because of its past, much of which was 
spent under the direct rule of God Al- 
mighty, and because of its future and 
the bright destiny that awaits it, ac- 


cording to the prophecy of Saint Paul: 
‘The conversion of the Jews will be the 
resurrection of the world.” Who can 
refuse to pray and to work for the ful- 
fillment of this prophecy? Many popes 
during the nineteenth century bestowed 
special blessings upon those who la- 
bored for the conversion of Israel. 

In many prayers associated with the 
sacraments and the sacramentals, the 
Church uses phrases that convince the 
reader that “the Jews of old were the 
Catholic Church in the making; indeed, 
that the Church is the House of Jacob, 
now without limits.” In the ceremony 
of baptism for adults she pleads with 
God, the “God of Abraham, God of 
Isaac, God of Jacob, God who appeared 
to Moses, His servant, on Mount Sinai 
and delivered the children of Israel out 
of the land of Egypt, appointing an 
angel of His love to guard them by day 
and by night.” The bishop dismisses 
the newly confirmed with these words: 
“From Sion hence may the Lord send 
you His blessing, so that all the days 
of your life you may gaze on the good 
things of Jerusalem, and may come to 
possess life everlasting.” The blessing 
for the bridegroom and bride contains 
this beautiful passage: ‘May the God 
of Israel join you in one and be with 
you, that God who of old had mercy on 
Sara and Tobias.” And the prayer 
over the bride: “Let holy women ever 
be her pattern. May she be, like 
Rachel, dear to her husband; like Re- 
becca, prudent; like Sara, faithful and 
long-lived.” In the Communion of the 
Nuptial Mass we have these words of 
benediction: “‘Mayest thou live to see 
thy children’s children, and _ peace 
resting upon Israel’ (Ps. exxvii: 6). In 
the final blessing over both parties, the 
priest prays thus: “The God of Ab- 
raham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob be with you and fulfill His 
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blessing in you.” In the blessings of 
homes and schools we find references to 
them as the tent where God visited 
Abraham, where Isaac was born, where 
Jacob bowed for his father’s blessing, 
the tent where the little kingdom of 
heaven grew. The Church prays for 
the Lord’s blessing on our dwellings 
even as on those of the patriarchs. 


OLD TESTAMENT CHARACTERS 
IN OUR PRAYERS 


In the consecration of a bishop, the 
bishop-elect is asked: ‘Dost thou be- 
lieve that there is one Author of both 
the New and the Old Testaments, of 
the Law, the Prophets and the Apos- 
tles: God, the almighty Lord?” The 
Church compares her deacons to the 
sons of Levi and her priests to the 
seventy ancients of Moses. Even in 
the consecration of an abbess the 
Church does not forget a reference to 
the safe guidance that Miriam, the 
sister of Moses, gave to the other 
womenfolk on their journey through 
the Red Sea. The Church invites trav- 
elers and pilgrims to pray for their own 
safety, while on a journey, in these 
words: “O God, Thou didst lead Thy 
servant Abraham out of Ur of the 
Chaldees, shielding him from harm on 
all the roads of his wanderings; deign 
likewise to guard us, Thy servants.” 
Eloquent, indeed, is the preparation of 
the soul for the last journey. And 
nothing is more touching to those kneel- 
ing in prayer around a deathbed than 
the plea for the intercession of holy 
Abel and holy Abraham. Later prayers 
over the dying Christian petition the 
Lord to grant deliverance to the sick 
man as he granted it to Enoch and 
Elias, to Noah in the flood, to Abraham 
from the midst of Chaldeans, to Job 
from his afflictions, to Isaac from the 
sacrificing hand of his father, to Lot 
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from Sodom and the flames of fire, to 
Moses from the hands of Pharaoh, to 
Daniel from the lion’s den, to the three 
children from the fiery furnace and 
from the power of an unmerciful king, 
to Susanna from her false accusers, to 
David from the hands of Saul and 
Goliath, and finally, to Peter and Paul 
out of prison and to the virgin martyr 
Thecla from most cruel torments. 

We must be content here to instance 
only a few more of the prayers in which 
the Church mentions characters or in- 
cidents from the Old Testament, indi- 
cating “that the Jews of old were the 
Catholic Church in the making.” In 
the Rite of Exorcism the Church ad- 
dresses Satan: “Christ shalt thou fear, 
who in Isaac was sacrificed, in Joseph 
was sold, in the lamb was slain.” 
Again: “Yield then to God, who, in 
Pharaoh and his army, did drown thee 
and thy malice through His servant, 
Moses, in the depths of the sea. Yield 
to God, who, through David, His faith- 
ful servant, singing holy canticles, ban- 
ished thee from the heart of King Saul.” 
Finally, at a burial, the priest prays: 
“May Christ, who has called thee, re- 
ceive thee, and may the angels lead 
thee into Abraham’s bosom.” This 
figure of speech, used by St. Luke 
(xvi: 22), indicates the abode of the 
righteous dead before their admission 
to the Beatific Vision after the death 
of the Savior; the Fathers of the Church 
often use the figure to mean heaven. It 
suggests the return of the patriarch’s 
posterity to his embrace. When the 
Church uses it over her dead she indi- 
cates their kinship with Abraham. In 
heaven, Abraham’s bosom, God shares 
His glory with His children out of all 
the nations. 

Many are the obstacles that stand 
in the way of concerted effort, concerted 
prayer for the lost sheep of Israel. The 














SEEKING THE SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL 





first and greatest of these obstacles 
springs from the indifference of Catho- 
lics in this matter. The fact that the 
Church prays for the Jews should be 
enough to rouse Catholics from a leth- 
argy that stems at times from a half- 
concealed anti-Semitism. Pronounce- 
ments of the popes are unequivocal. 
The great Pius XI condemned anti- 
Semitism because, in his now famous 
phrase, “through Christ and in Christ, 
we are of the spiritual lineage of Abra- 
ham. Spiritually we are Semites,” and 
thus related in a special kinship to the 
Jews, even over the gap of faith. In 
opening the year of Jubilee, Pope Pius 
XII said, “We open the Holy Door for 
all those who adore Christ—not ex- 
cluding those who sincerely but vainly 
await His coming and adore Him as 
the one promised by the prophets and 
still to come—and extend to them a 
fatherly welcome.” 





THE COMMON SUFFERING 


John M. Oesterreicher, in inaugurat- 
ing the Institute of Judaeo-Christian 
Studies, Seton Hall University, Oct. 7, 
1953, gave an answer to the question 
why such an institute should be estab- 
lished: 


“Today in the United States, and 
particularly here in the East, such 
millions as never before of Christians 
and Jews are living side by side. 
Should they not know more of one 
another than what the newspapers 
provide? Judaeo-Christian studies 
are needed because the events of re- 
cent years seem to carry a special 
word of God. When the Church was 
young, Jews persecuted Christians. 
In the Middle Ages, Christians often 
persecuted Jews. But in our day, 
Christians and Jews are being perse- 
cuted together. Hitler directed his 
war of extermination first against 
the Jews and then against Christians; 
Stalin first against Christians and 
then also against the Jews. There 


must be a meaning in this common 
suffering. And meaning, too, in the 
establishment of the State of Israel, 
for no one, whatever he thinks of it 
of its past, present or future, can fail 
to see that here is no mere political 
accident, rather a significant event. 
Though God’s design may still be 
hidden, this much is clear: here is a 
stirring call to every Jew and Chris- 
tian: ‘Return, O Israel. to the Lord 
thy God’ (Osee xiv: 2).” 


A mistaken interpretation of certain 
biblical texts frequently gives rise to an 
indifference about the reclamation of 
Israel. Through this mistaken inter- 
pretation many persons believe that the 
end of the world will immediately fol- 
low the conversion of the Jews. Ac- 
cording to the Fathers and the Doctors 
of the Church, it will be followed by an 
era of peace and prosperity of which 
the duration is not determined. A mul- 
tiplicity of other works of charity, cor- 
poral and spiritual, often engrosses the 
attention, time and money of persons 
who could help in this great spiritual 
apostolate, and they seem unwilling to 
take an additional task. But this is no 
new task; it was assigned to His Apos- 
tles by Our Lord Himself, and Mon- 
sabre called it the work of works, the 
key of the future and of the social 
problem. “Blessed is he who has knowl- 
edge of the poor,” says Holy Scripture. 
There is a proper hierarchy in charity, 
and it is true charity that devotes itself- 
first to the most needy, just as in an 
emergency a physician attends to the 
more serious cases first. But what pov- 
erty can be compared to the poverty of 
Israel, deprived of its Savior? The 
plight of that stricken race merits first 
attention from every Christian. We 
can never forget the debt we owe to 
Israel; spiritually we are all Semites. 

Our solicitude for others that seem to 
have a first claim upon us need not deter 
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us from pleading at the same time for 
the Jews. If the Catholic feels that he 
should pray first for the conversion of 
Protestants and bad Catholics, he 
should remember that the number of 
petitions presented to God both in- 
creases charity and renders it more ef- 
ficacious. The words of Zacharias give 
us promise that the house of Israel will 
be a blessing among the Gentiles (vii: 
13). And Micheas affirms this: “The 
remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst 
of many peoples as a dew from the 
Lord” (v: 7), St. Paul speaking of 
the Israelites adds this word: “If the 
loss of them be the reconciliation of 
the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead” (Rom. 
xi: 15). 


ORGANIZATIONS IN THE 
JEWISH APOSTOLATE 


The Archeonfraternity of Prayer for 
the Conversion of Israel recommends 
prayer as a principal means of further- 
ing this apostolate. The Archconfra- 
ternity is an association, numbering 
hundreds of thousands, whose aim is to 
obtain for the souls of the Jews the full 
and perfect light of truth, that by it 
they may be led to the knowledge of 
Jesus, the divine Messiah. Toward the 
end of the year 1903, a few pious souls 
of the diocese of Paris conceived the 
idea of uniting in prayer for the conver- 
sion of God’s chosen people. They 
knew that a religious order had been 
founded for this special work and they 
asked a priest of their number to sub- 
mit the project.to the Superior of this 
community, Notre Dame de Sion. The 
work spread rapidly. Centers of in- 
tercession sprang up in France, Italy 
and Palestine, and at the end of the first 
year the Association numbered over a 
thousand members. In August, 1907, 
Pope Saint Pius X raised the Associa- 
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tion to the rank of Archconfraternity, 
and enriched it with precious indul- 
gences. Pope Benedict XV gave them 
his blessing and granted an indulgence 
of three hundred days for saying 
the prayer of our crucified Savior: 
“Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” The United States 
center of the Archconfraternity is Notre 
Dame de Sion, Kansas City, Missouri. 

The Congregation of Notre Dame de 
Sion was founded by two remarkable 
Christian Jews, Theodore and Alphonse 
Ratisbonne. Theodore was twenty-five 
years of age in 1827 when he entered 
the Church. He had spent years seek- 
ing the answers to the questions that 
troubled his soul concerning the purpose 
of life upon this earth. He studied 
Rousseau, Voltaire and Locke in vain; 
the void in his soul remained. An 
apostolic woman, Louise Humann, 
taught him the truths of the Christian 
faith, and had the happiness of seeing 
him baptized on April 14, 1827. At 
that time there was in his mind no 
thought of a special apostolate in favor 
of the children of Israel, but the ways 
of God were leading him toward this 
as his lifework. 

Theodore’s younger brother Alphonse 
grew into young manhood without faith 
or religious tendencies. He tells us that 
he had “a bitter hatred for priests, 
churches, convents.” Biting sarcasm 
marked all his discussion of religious 
questions. An excellent Catholic 
friend, M. de Bussiere, convinced Al- 
phonse that he should at least wear 
the Miraculous Medal of the Blessed 
Virgin and recite daily Saint Bernard’s 
beautiful prayer, the Memorare. Some- 
time later, on a journey to Rome he 
visited a church there, perhaps out of 
mere curiosity, and was favored with 
the vision of the Blessed Virgin of 1842, 
which we have mentioned. “She spoke 
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no word to me,” said Alphonse, “but I © 


understood everything.” Mary illu- 
minated the most secret depths of his 
soul to a far greater extent than even 
he suspected. He was baptized and in 
the same year 1842 entered the Jesuit 
Novitiate. On Sept. 24, 1848 he was 
ordained to the priesthood. 


CONGREGATION OF NOTRE DAME 
DE SION 


It was during this period that Father 
Theodore had begun his Jewish aposto- 
late with an orphanage for young Jew- 
ish girls. He formed also an associa- 
tion to pray and work for the conver- 
sion of Israel. From his novitiate Marie 
Alphonse took a passionate interest in 
the work of his brother. In 1846 the 
ladies organized by Father Theodore 
officially consecrated themselves to the 
service of Notre Dame de Sion. This 
was the first step toward the religious 
life. Finally, on Sept. 8, 1848, the little 
group pronounced their first vows. Four 
years passed before Father Marie Al- 
phonse withdrew from the Society of 
Jesus and joined his brother Theodore 
in his work for Israel. “I should never 
have had the courage,” wrote Father 
Alphonse, “‘to leave the Society of Jesus 
if I had not loved Sion so much.”? He 
became Father Theodore’s devoted 
collaborator. From the first he yearned 
to have the new community take up 
residence in the ancestral fatherhood. 
A pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 1885 
intensified this desire. In response to 
the wishes of the two Fathers a small 
Sionian colony came in the following 
year to Palestine. Eventually they 
found suitable permanent quarters in 
the city of Jerusalem and established 
a convent there. 

The Congregation of Notre Dame de 


Sion spread over the world. They have 
several institutions in France, in Eng- 
land, in Italy, in Rumania, in Canada, 
in Brazil, and in Australia, and one or 
more institutions in Belgium, Austria, 
Hungary, Bulgaria, Turkey, Egypt, 
Tunisia, Costa Rica, and the United 
States. Everywhere the ideal of the 
Congregation is the same—to bring the 
people of Israel into the Church es- 
tablished by their Messiah. In their 
prayers they seek to make reparation 
for Israel that rejected Him and to 
gain the grace of salvation for His 
chosen people. Their mode of religious 
life tends “to combine the conditions 
of the active and the contemplative life 
in order to reproduce in the same 
religious family the spirit of Mary and 
Martha.” In recent years a new 
branch of the Congregation, the An- 
cillae of Notre Dame de Sion, was or- 
ganized. These “handmaidens” are 
permitted to adopt secular dress only 
when engaged in external work that 
might deny entrance to a religious 
habit. 

Each house of Notre Dame de Sion 
has its center of the Archconfraternity 
of Prayer for the Conversion of Israel 
and seeks to create other centers, even 
in cities that have no Sion community. 
These centers enroll priests and lay 
people and make them conscious of 
their spiritual responsibility toward the 
Jews living in their midst. The as- 
sociates attend a monthly Mass, 
monthly Adoration, and take part in 
certain designated days of prayer for 
Israel. The words of Saint Paul offer 
an ideal that appeals to the-heart of 
every Catholic who gives thought to 
the plight of Israel: “Brethren, the 
will of my heart indeed, and my prayer 
to God, is for them unto salvation.” 
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QO UESTIONS Answerep 


By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M. 





Convert’s Admission to Convent 


Question: Is there any law or gen- 
eral regulation of the Church which 
prevents a young woman convert, 
twenty years of age, from joining a 
religious community before a certain 
time? Or is this just a precautionary 
ruling in some orders of nuns? 

: PASTOR 

Answer: There is no general law of 
the Chureh which affects directly the 
reception into a religious community of 
a young woman who is a recent con- 
vert to the Church. Therefore, if there 
be any specific regulation upon this 
point, it comes from the practice or 
legislation of the institute. We are 
more likely to find that the admission 
of a convert depends upon the judg- 
ment and discretion of higher superiors, 
than upon detailed statutes. We see in 
Canon 987, n. 6, that such a judgment 
is required with regard to candidates 
for the priesthood. The canon states 
that converts are barred from admis- 
sion to orders until the Ordinary judges 
that they have been sufficiently tested. 

Although the obligations of a religious 
woman are not so grave as those of 
a priest, the period of probation is 
shorter before the obligations are ac- 
cepted. It is a wise precaution, there- 
fore, taken by many communities, to 
wait in order to be certain that the 
aspirant’s request for admission is 
solidly based, and that it is not merely 
the result of a first fervor. 


Choice and Registration 
Of Baptismal Names 


Question: Recently I encountered a 
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problem with regard to baptismal 
names. A convert in my parish wished 
to use various family names for his 
male offspring. However, I cannot find 
in any book of baptismal names those 
which he wished to give to the children. 
May he use family names and add a 
Christian name in baptism? When re- 
ceiving him into the Church and bap- 
tizing him conditionally, I used his 
own names, but at the baptism of his 
son I told him that this could not be 
done, and that it would be necessary 
instead to use a Christian name for the 
child. I also told him that the name 
recorded in the city hall records may 
be followed ordinarily, and may be 
used for legal purposes, but that the 
Christian name must be used in 
ecclesiastical records. I would appre- 
ciate your comment as to whether or 
not this procedure is correct. 
ASSISTANT 


Answer: If the names selected by the 
parents are not saints’ names, provided 
that there be nothing otherwise objec- 
tionable about them, the Code does not 
prohibit using them in baptism. Canon 
761 says that we should take care to 
see that a “Christian name” be given 
in baptism. If the priest cannot per- 
suade the parents to do this, he should 
add a saint’s name and should enter 
both names in the baptismal register. 

Therefore, the Code does not rule out 
the name given by the parents in the 
case proposed. It requires only that a 
saint’s name be added to those chosen 
by the family. If the selected names 
are not those of saints, or if there is 
some doubt about the matter, there will 
usually be no difficulty found in men- 
tioning that fact and in suggesting the 
name of a saint to be added to the 
others. Then all of the names are to 
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be entered in the baptismal register in 
accord with the prescription of Canon 
761. The need of doing this brings to 
mind a case that occurred some years 
ago, in which a pastor experienced 
great difficulty in locating the baptis- 
mal record of one child from a Catholic 
family. At length the proper entry was 
found, when it was learned that the 
child had been given five names at 
baptism. The priest who baptized the 
infant had entered only the first four, 
but the family called the child by the 
fifth of the series of names, the one not 
recorded at the time of baptism. 
Instances of this kind are infrequent. 
Not so rare, however, is the case in 
which civil and ecclesiastical records 
do not agree. With the increasing 
number of requests for baptismal cer- 
tificates to prove one’s age, citizenship, 
right to an old age pension, and the 
like, it becomes increasingly important 
to see to it that discrepancies in church 
will not lead to unnecessary hardship. 
Consequently, whenever it is neces- 
sary to add a saint’s name to those 
given by the family, and which are 
entered on the civil records, the full 
name already given should be written 
into the baptismal register with the 
addition of the saint’s name. For ex- 
ample, we should not have Farren 
Burton on the civil records, and Farren 
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Joseph on the baptismal register. In- 
sertion of the complete “secular” name 
in the baptismal register will not vio- 
late Canon 761. Rather, it will com- 
ply with the law of the Code. 


Priest Member of Lions Club 


Question: When a group of men in 
a small town banded together to form 
a local branch of the Lions Club, they 
invited Father John, an assistant, to 
become a member of the organization. 
He accepted the invitation. Recently, 
however, several clerical friends have 
told him that the decision of the Holy 
See concerning Rotary affected the 
Lions as well. Father John’s problem 
now is: must he obtain permission from 
his Ordinary to remain in the group, or 
must he resign his membership on the 
grounds given above? 

QUAERENS 


Answer: The decree of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Holy Office, to 
which Quaerens refers, did not forbid 
clerical membership in the Lions. The 
decree appeared in the Acta Apostolicae 
Sedis,! and its substance is as follows: 


“Clerics are not allowed to join 
the association ‘Rotary Club,’ nor 
to be present at its meetings; the laity 
should be urged to observe the pre- 
scription of Canon 684 of the Code 
of Canon Law.’” 


It can be seen from the text of the 
decree that no mention is made of the 
Lions. It is only clerical membership 
in the Rotary Club that is forbidden. 
This interpretation of the decree is sup- 
ported by a commentary that appeared 
in Periodica shortly after publication 
of the Holy Office pronouncement.* 
Father Hurth, S.J., there points out 
that any decision as to the lawfulness 


*Vol. XLIII, p. 91. The decree was given 
on January 11, 1951. 

* Translated in the Canon Law, Digest, Vol. 
IIT (1954), p. 284. 

*Tom. XL, March, 1951, p. 112. 
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of clerical membership in other similar 
groups is to be based upon ordinary 
principles, and not upon the new de- 
cree, the scope of which is limited to 
Rotary Clubs. 

In the present case, there seems to 
be no need for Father John to seek his 
Ordinary’s permission to retain mem- 
bership in the Lions Club. Certainly 
the deeree of the Holy Office does not 
require that he resign his membership. 
If the local Ordinary has not mani- 
fested unwillingness that his priests 
should join such local organizations, 
especially in smaller communities, 
there appears to be no reason for seek- 
ing special permission to do so. 

We have been speaking of the “In- 
ternational Association of Lions 
Clubs” which is not a secret society 
and which is “of the service or noon- 
day luncheon type.” There is another 
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organization known as the Royal Order 
of Lions, which is described as a “‘fra- 
ternal benevolent secret society for 
100% Americans only.” This group 
has, or had, its headquarters at Evans- 
ville, Indiana, and the account given 
of it indicates that a priest could not 
lawfully be a member.* 


Obligation of Avoiding 
Miscarriage 


Question: Is a mother bound to take 
every precaution to avoid a miscar- 
riage? I am thinking particularly of 
a mother who has several small chil- 
dren, when the family cannot afford to 
hire someone to care for them. Is the 
mother obliged to remain confined to 
bed in order to stop a hemorrhage? 
Further, is she obliged to neglect her 
everyday family duties, if she knows 
that pursuing them is likely to bring 
on a miscarriage? 

CURATE 

Answer: Miscarriage is the spon- 
taneous interruption of pregnancy be- 
fore the fetus becomes viable. Accord- 
ing to certain medical writers, miscar- 
riage occurs in one of seven or eight 
pregnancies, and is much more likely 
to recur in the same woman. Numer- 
ous causes are listed, but it is said that 
falls, blows, overexertion or mental 
shock rarely contribute to miscarriage, 
although they are often cited as causes. 
It is also said that some bleeding, a 
symptom of possible miscarriage, may 
last a few hours, or for a. number of 
days. Furthermore, these symptoms 
may completely subside, recur again at 
a later time, or continue and become 
more severe.® 





‘Information on both groups of Lions is 
given in the “Dictionary of Secret and Other 
Societies,’ compiled by Arthur Preuss (Her- 
der, St. Louis, 1924) pp. 200, 418. 

5“DeLee’s Obstetrics for Nurses.” Revised 
by M. Edward Davis, M.D., and Catherine E. 
Sheckler, R.N., M.A. (W. B. Saunders Co., 
Philadelphia, fifteenth edition, 1953.) pp. 
192-194. 

















QUESTIONS ANSWERED 





The medical indications in any case 
must be judged by the physician, and 
the woman’s obligation will be to fol- 
low the direction that he deems to be 
necessary for her. The priest, however, 
may consider the theological principles 
involved, and resultant obligations in 
conscience for the patient. 

It seems to be unduly emphatic to 
say that a woman must take “every 
precaution” to prevent a possible mis- 
carriage. Applicable here is the well- 
known principle of double effect, under 
which it is permissible to place a law- 
ful act from which flow both a good 
and a bad effect, provided that the evil 
effect is not intended and that there is 
a proportionate cause for permitting it. 
Of course, the evil effect may not be 
the means of producing the good. 

If the exertion entailed in various 
household duties may lead to a mis- 
carriage, it must be decided whether or 
not the particular circumstances are 
such as to permit carrying on those 
duties. It is difficult to envisage a case 
in which the mother of a family would 
be obliged to take to her bed, and to 
let the house and her children shift for 
themselves over a period of weeks or 
months, because of the possibility that 
fulfilling her ordinary duties might lead 
to a miscarriage. We have seen that 
overexertion is claimed not to be the 
common cause of miscarriage that some 
believe it to be. Nevertheless, suppos- 
ing that in a particular case ordinary 
household activities are judged to be 
likely to cause a miscarriage, the event, 
should it occur, would be only an in- 
direct effect of actions that are lawful, 
and for which there is proportionate 
reason in the very needs of daily care 
of a family. 

Whether a woman must remain con- 
fined to bed because of uterine hemor- 
rhage is something to be determined by 
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her physician, just as the degree of risk 
in various activities must be judged by 
him. As the likelihood of miscarriage 
is lessened, the obligation of refraining 
from activities that might lead to it 
will be lessened. The practical conclu- 
sion would be that a confessor should 
not impose an obligation in conscience 
to refrain from ordinary tasks of the 
day. If a woman seeking advice about 
her obligations should wish to engage’ 
in strenuous and unnecessary forms of 
exercise, the confessor would do well 
to inquire more closely into the motive 
for her so doing. To intend a miscar- 
riage directly, and to attempt to bring 
it about, would be gravely sinful, even 
if the means used were ineffective. 


Order Reversed in 
Receiving Convert 


Question: A few converts, when they 
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were received into the Church, were 
baptized only after they had gone to 
confession to the priest who was receiv- 
ing them. Only recently this priest 
adverted to the regulation that the con- 
fession is supposed to follow the con- 
vert’s baptism in the Catholic Church. 
Now he is much concerned about what 
was done, and wants to know if it is 
necessary to recall those converts and 
to ask them to go to confession again. 
To make such a request would be diffi- 
cult, but he will do it, if necessary. Is 
it necessary to repeat those pre-bap- 
tismal confessions? 

PASTOR 


Answer: There is no need to repeat 
the confessions 


described above. At 


most, there is question of lawfulness in 
procedure, and not of the validity of 
the sacramental absolutions that were 
given. 

It is presumed, in the cases proposed, 
that the converts received conditional 
baptism in the Catholic Church because 
it was not possible to secure moral cer- 
titude about the validity of a previous 
baptism. If it were definitely known 
that the convert had never been bap- 
tized before, confession would have 
been out of order, because only sins 
committed after baptism are valid mat- 
ter for the Sacrament of Penance. 

Confession, with conditional absolu- 
tion, is required only if the convert is 
being baptized conditionally upon his 
reception into the Church. If the first 
baptism was certainly valid, the ab- 
solution to be given to the penitent after 
his confession should be absolute, not 
conditional. An example of the latter 
case would be a Catholic who fell 
away from the Church in his youth, 
and who joined a Protestant sect. 
Upon his conversion from heresy and 
his reconciliation to the Church, he 
should go to confession like any Catho- 
lic who has committed mortal sin. The 
sacramental absolution should be ab- 
solute, not conditional. 

However, if the fact or the validity 
of a previous baptism remains uncer- 
tain, so that the convert is to be bap- 
tized conditionally, the order of cere- 
monies to be followed is: 


A) abjuration of heresy and _ pro- 
fession of faith 

B) baptism (conditional) 

C) confession with conditional ab- 


solution. 

The abjuration of heresy and profes- 
sion of faith, which go together, are not 
under discussion at the present time. 
The baptism, as we have seen, will be 
conditional. The absolution after the 
convert’s confession will be conditional. 














QUESTIONS ANSWERED 





If the confession preceded the bap- 
tism, the prescribed order was reversed, 
but the reversal had no effect upon the 
validity of the sacramental absolution. 
Whichever Sacrament be given first, the 
validity of the absolution from sins will 
depend upon the validity of the first 
baptism. If the first baptism was 
valid, so was the absolution from sins. 
If the first baptism was invalid, the 
absolution was invalid for lack of suffi- 
cient matter (peccata post baptismum 
commissa). In any case, therefore, 
nothing should be said to the converts 


about their confessions at the time of 


entry into the Church. If they could 
not make a valid confession at that 
time, they cannot validly confess those 
same sins now. If the first confession 
was valid, there is no reason to repeat 
it at the present time. In the future, 
for any convert baptized conditionally, 
the ABC procedure established by the 
Sacred Congregation of the Holy Office 
should be followed. 


°S.C. of the Holy Office, July 20, 1859, In- 
struction to the Bishop of Philadelphia. 
Codicis Iuris Canonici Fontes, Volume IV, n. 
953, pp. 226-229. The Instruction was ex- 
tended to the United States by the Second 
Plenary Council of Baltimore in 1868 (Decree 
no. 242). 
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For the Worrier 
and the Complacent 


THROUGH HIM AND WITH HIM AND IN 
Him. By Venantius  Buessing, 
O.F.M. Cap. (Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., 
1954), 348 pp., $4.00. 


We have come to expect in the writ- 
ings of Father Venantius a holy sim- 
plicity that soothes the worriers and 
yet worries the complacent. In his 
latest book, the venerable Capuchin 
gives us a set of retreat conferences 
based on the Mass that are white-hot 
with quiet, intense devotion. When a 
priest looks around for spiritual read- 
ing for his own retreat or for confer- 
ence material for retreats to others, he 
searches not so much for information 
but for inspiration to replenish the 
springs of the spiritual life. Here is 
a volume no priest can resist no matter 
how dull in the doldrums he may be. 

These conferences are alive with 
people and incidents. The author lives 
in no theological vacuum or pietistic 
paradise: for him, the Church is Christ 
incarnate in the world. From his long 
experience in the East Side tenement 
sections of New York City he tells of 
flowers of sanctity blushing unseen but 
to God and their confessor. He tells 
of other real people in a very real 
world: of Cardinal Hayes laying a 
daily flower at the feet of Mary’s statue, 
of a Jewish convert in Passaic, of 
Monsignor Lings of Yonkers, of saintly 
Brother Conrad of Brooklyn. 

There is puckish humor in the book. 
Philip Neri would love the allusion to 
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the dedicated monk who needs a mov- 
ing van to take his few possessions to 
his new assignment, or the reference to 
the old and ailing priest who put his 
feet into a bucket of cold water to keep 
from falling asleep while saying his 
Office. 

I liked especially the first three con- 
ferences: they deal directly with the 
Mass. Other conferences such as those 
on Sin, Death, Grace, Poverty, Chas- 
tity, Obedience, The Office, The Hid- 
den Life, Mary, etc., are woven around 
the Mass. In all the conferences, 
Father Venantius accents the positive. 
He is neither a carping critic nor a 
Pollyanna, but his thinking is definitely 
on the brighter side. Years have taught 
him the need of sympathy for heavily- 
burdened human nature as well as the 
futility of scolding. He has never 
preached a sermon on Hell, but he has 
preached with a magnificent simplicity 
on Christ Crucified and on that sacred 
rite that is a daily continuation of the 
holiest hour in the world’s history. (I 
must confess, however, that I cannot 
share his enthusiasm for the altar made 
of bones and skulls in a Capuchin 
church in Rome.) 

This volume is specially prescribed 
for the jumping sacerdos who leaps 
from bed linens to altar linens, but it 
is also recommended to all priests who 
love the Mass, to all priests who love 
what they handle, to all priests who 
want to become more competent am- 
bassadors of their people. 

JoHN B. SHEERIN, C.S.P. 
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into popular language. The 
KLEIST-LILLY version, respond- 
ing to these Papal directions, is 
much more than “just another” 
revision of the lingually deficient 
Latin Vulgate. 


Called a “fitting crown” to the 
lifelong labor of two eminent 
scholars, it masterfully reproduces 
the exact meaning and the true 
spirit of the original Greek with 
all the delicate shadings of ex- 
pression and the rich savorings 
of speech deliberately employed 
by the Evangelists to “get through 
to the people.” 


Fathers Kleist and Lilly have 
achieved supreme clarity, phras- 
ing the New Testament in the 
English written and spoken in 
America today. They have re- 
moved the ancient “Thee’s” and 
“Thou’s” and the pompous words 
often used by previous translators. 
... They have altered the archaic 
word order and sentence structure. 
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Leader of Rare Magnetism 


THe Lire or ARCHBISHOP JOHN IRE- 
LAND. By James H. Moynihan (Har- 
per and Bros., New York), 442 pp. 
$5.00. 

Just a century ago two young Ameri- 
cans knelt before a statue of the Blessed 
Virgin in the Cathedral of Saint Paul, 
Minnesota. Bishop Joseph Cretin, rais- 
ing his hand over them, said, “I bless, 
in its first pupils, the Seminary of Saint 
Paul.” The two young men then sailed 
for France and a future Bishop of Sioux 
City, Thomas O’Gorman, and a future 
Archbishop of Saint Paul, John Ire- 
land, began the priestly studies at the 
College of Meximieux in the diocese of 
Belley that were to make them impor- 
tant figures in the history of the Church 
in America. 

Despite the fact that thirty-five years 
have elapsed since Archbishop Ireland’s 
death in 1918, no life of this “forceful, 
imaginative and colorful personality” 
had yet been written. Moreover, to 
the disappointment of serious students 
of American history, it was understood 
that the vast amount of correspondence 
which had been entrusted to Bishop 
O’Gorman for a biography had been 
lost after the latter’s death in 1921. It 
is therefore both a pleasure and a sur- 
prise to learn that Monsignor James H. 
Moynihan has undertaken and com- 
pleted the great work of sifting, sorting 
and synthesizing the carefully preserved 
manuscripts in order to provide a sym- 
pathetic biography of the great “Apostle 
of the West.” 

In his Preface, Monsignor Moynihan 
modestly disclaims the possession of 
historical training but this lack is not 
apparent in the skillfully marshalled 
evidence or the illuminating quotations 
or the finely patterned book. Most 
readers will rejoice that he chose a 
topical rather than a chronological ap- 
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proach to his subject, accepting the in- 
evitable repetitions for the greater 
clarity of focus that is thus made pos- 
sible. They may regret the incom- 
plete documentation, the enthusiastic 
and sometimes eulogistic presentation 
of a man whose name was an “electrant” 
for almost half a century. They may 
also wish that the author had chosen 
to give more complete histories of the 
Archbishop’s three controversies, but 
they will be grateful for what he has 
given them: a swiftly paced, well-told 
story of a great prelate who “upheld 
the priestly dignity and the honor of 
American citizenship with unmatched 
power. 

The future archbishop was born in 
Ireland in 1838. Twelve years later 
the family came to Vermont, leaving : 
people whose sufferings were described 
by Lord Broughan as surpassing “any- 
thing in the pages of Thucydides, in the 
canvas of Poussin, in the dismal chant 
of Dante.” Prairie schooners brought 
the new arrivals to St. Paul, Minnesota, 
which in 1852 was a frontier village just 
emerging from the log cabin stage. A 
year later John Ireland began the Eu- 
ropean studies which were to give him, 
in the words of Fr. John Tracy Ellis, 
“almost a native’s love for France, as 
well as a native’s mastery of the French 
tongue,” and to fit him to represent the 
United States in European capitals 
with power and distinction. 

Ordained in St. Paul in December, 
1861, Fr. Ireland was shortly after- 
wards commissioned as an army chap- 
lain. From letters of those who served 
with him in the Minnesota Fifth, it is 
evident that Monsignor Moynihan quite 
correctly writes: 


“Tf one were to choose one dominant 
feature of his personality more than 
another, it might well be his magne- 
tism.” 
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warm and lively spiritual sympathy for his 
subject. $4.00 
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characteristics common to each. $.90, 
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And again: 


“The splendid physique, the com- 
manding presence, the massive gran- 
deur of countenance, the rugged yet 
refined personality, the charming dig- 
nity of manner—the unfailing note 
of a highborn nature—all stamped 
him as a man among men.. . In his 
aggressiveness, his will to achieve, 
his swiftness of decision, he has been 
called Napoleonic. He has_ been 
ranked with Carroll, Hughes and 

England; called ‘too democratic to 

show the princely magnificence of 

the Cardinal of Carthage (Lavigerie) , 

too busy ever to acquire the literary 

finish of Newman, too active to wear 

the seerlike look of Manning’ ” (383- 

384). 

At the close of the Civil War, Fr. Ire- 
land took up the work of a curate in 
the Cathedral of Saint Paul. In 1869 
he had the privilege of attending the 
Vatican Council as a _ representative 
for Bishop Thomas Grace who was ill. 
He sailed for Rome in the company of 
Bishop James Gibbons and Archbishop 
Martin Spalding; the three months 
spent in the Holy City provided him 
with the opportunity of knowing the 
foremost ecclesiastics of the world and 
gave him a global concept of the 
Church. 

One of the first objects of his zeal 
was the promotion of Temperance So- 
cieties, and the work he began as a 
young priest led to a nation-wide move- 
ment against the evils of drink. 

In 1875 he was made Bishop Grace’s 
coadjutor. During these years he took 
an active part in solving some of the 
problems of immigrants who at that 
time were coming to this country in 
large numbers. He organized the Cath- 
olic Colonization Bureau of Minnesota 
and the Catholic Colonization Land 
Stock Company; and, although these 
projects caused him great anxiety and 
cruelly taxed his energies, they re- 
vealed the greatness of his personality, 
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his resourcefulness in difficulties, his 
stature as a vigilant shepherd of his 
flock. 

From this time until his death there 
was no big issue in the history of the 
Church in the United States in which 
he did not play an active and an ag- 
gressive role. In 1884 he delivered a 
discourse at the Third Council of Balti- 
more on the burning question of “The 
Catholic Church and Civil Society,” 
defining his position on the delicate 
relationship between Church and State. 
Monsignor Moynihan briefly analyzes 
this subject, as well as the other chal- 
lenging problems of these years, as the 
following chapter headings indicate: 
“Resisting Nationalism in the Church,” 
“The School Question,” “The Father 
Hecker Controversy,” “Mission 
Abroad” and “The Spanish American 
War.” 

A sentence often quoted as character- 
istic of the breadth of Ireland’s interests 
deserves repetition: “The watchwords 
of the age are reason, education, liberty, 
the amelioration of the masses.” Not 
only as an ecclesiastic and as a states- 
man did he seek to achieve his goals, 
but also as an author and as a speaker. 
Fr. Richard Tierney, 8.J., describes his 
appearance at the 1915 convention of 
the Catholic Educational Association 
of America: “He came into the sanctu- 
ary, a man of heroic stature, magnifi- 
cent in purple robes, and with an un- 
borrowed and unartificial. dignity as- 
cended the pulpit, stood silent for an 
instant and then made the great cathe- 
dral ring with Matthew, X XVII, 19, 20. 
From period to period flowed the elo- 
quent discourse, a complete and ac- 
curate statement of Catholic ethics and 
theology on the subject of education” 
(377). 

In a concluding chapter, “His Per- 
sonality and Achievement,” Monsignor 
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Moynihan makes a final summary of 
this life of eighty crowded years. It 
must be admitted that if Archbishop 
Ireland “knew the glory of achievement, 
he also tasted the bitterness of failure”; 
but it is equally true that “The mission 
of Archbishop Ireland was essentially 
to make the Catholic Church known 
and understood in the United States— 
a mission that will always give him 
a unique place among the great prel- 
ates of the Church” (383). 

It is to be regretted that the author, 
with so rich a background and so many 
available sources, chose to make his 
own Callimachus’ famous dictum of 
twenty-three centuries ago that “a big 
book is a big nuisance.”” One reads with 
regret in the Preface: “The desire to 
contain the life within the scope of one 
volume has necessitated the omission 
of some details .” (p. xii). Such 
prevent the reader from 
carrying out Mabillon’s injunction, “to 
proclaim certainties as certain, false- 
hoods as false, and uncertainties as du- 


omissions 


bious.” So fearless and many-sided a 


leader needs a full canvas if his por- 


trait is to have all the lights and 
shadows of a busy life that was lived 
in a century when was clearly evident 
what Maitland has called “the inter- 
dependence of political, religious and 
economic phenomena.” Nevertheless, 
scholars are indebted to Monsignor 
Moynihan, for within self-imposed 
limits he has portrayed “one of the 
greatest Bishops of the Church in an 
age that called for consecration of 
glorious gifts of mind and heart and of 
devoted allegiance to the cause of Christ 
and of humanity.” 

K. SuLLIVAN 


Selected Writings of Saint Pius X 


“Att THINGS IN Curist’—Selected 
Encyclicals and Documents of Saint 
Pius X. Compiled and edited by 
Rev. Vincent A. Yzermans (New- 
man, Westminster, Md., 1954), 275 
pp., $4.00. 

On May 29, 1954, our Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XII, solemnly pronounced 
the degree of canonization of St. Pius 
X. Immediately following the solemn 
proclamation of sanctity, our Holy 
Father addressed the faithful gathered 
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in Saint Peter’s Square. In a tribute 
to the lofty sanctity of St. Pius, under 
whom he had had the privilege of serv- 
ing in the Roman Curia, the Pope said, 
“Tt was this sanctity, even more than 
the supreme office he held, that made 
Pius X an outstanding hero of the 
Church and as such he is today the 
Saint raised up by Providence for our 
times.” This was meant in no way to 
detract from the supreme authority of 
the teaching of all the Popes, but it 
does reflect the importance which our 
Holy Father attaches not only to a per- 
sonal devotion to and imitation of St. 
Pius X, but also to a knowledge and ful- 
fillment of the program he outlined for 
the modern restoration of “all things in 
Christ.” 

That program is contained substan- 
tially in the thirteen encyclicals and 
ten selected documents Fr. Vincent 
Yzermans has compiled and edited in 
this book. Here is easy, attractive ac- 
cess to the authoritative documents of 
St. Pius X on the teaching of Christian 
Doctrine, Modernism, Frequent Com- 
munion, Age of Admittance to First 
Communion, Restoration of Sacred 
Music. But these are but some of the 
subjects treated by St. Pius X and 
translated in All Things In Christ. Fr. 
Yzermans seems justified in his belief 
that the thirteen encyclicals and the 
ten documents selected (out of a pos- 
sible 3322) convey the substance of the 
message intended for our twentieth cen- 
tury. . 

The translations are uniformly clear, 
occasionally bold, but not radical. A 
brief but helpful introduction is pro- 
vided for each encyclical; one general 
introduction for the ten documents. 
The index is quite complete; the bibli- 
ography should prove useful to priests 
and laity who would like to confer 


further background material. The 
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foreword by the Apostolic Delegate, 
Archbishop Cicognani, concludes with 
a passage this reviewer would echo: 


“It is a saintly Sovereign Pontiff 
who speaks to us, and the ways of the 
Saints are the ways of God. May 
this fine volume carry his inspiring 
message to many hearts.” 


Avoysius J. WeusH, 8.T.D. 





Theology of 
Sacred Heart Devotion 


Our Best Frienp. By Christian Pesch, 
8.J. Translated by Bernard A. Haus- 
mann, 8.J. (Bruce, Milwaukee, 1953). 
$3.00. 

Titles of many modern books are mis- 
leading. Intended to be provocative, 
they succeed in being inadequate. 
Sometimes the curious reader is saved 
from deception by an illuminating sub- 
title, as in the case of Our Best Friend. 
Here the author’s carefully thought out 
and skillfully executed plan is suc- 
cinctly expressed in a sentence which 
appears on the jacket: “Devotion to 
the Sacred Heart presented from the 
standpoint of friendship with Jesus.” 
This dogmatic and deeply spiritual book 
by Christian Pesch, 8.J., has enjoyed 
deserved popularity in Europe and has 
been skillfully translated by Bernard 
A. Hausmann, 8.J. 

Each of the thirty chapters of the 
book is a complete unit, yet the inte- 
gration is so perfect that the total effect 
is cumulative. A casual reading of the 
chapter headings does not give an idea 
of their theological richness and depth: 
“A True Friend,’ “Faithful Unto 
Death,’ “A Request of Our Best 
Friend,” etc. Instead of the pious and 
sentimental platitudes that might be 
expected, the reader will find that the 
theology of devotion to the Sacred 
Heart and the requests and promises 
revealed by the Sacred Heart to Saint 
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Margaret Mary are explained in a clear 
and forthright manner. 

Father Pesch has well understood 
that devotion to the Sacred Heart is 
the expression of pure and _ perfect 
Christianity because it is a work of 
love in its beginning, in its growth and 
in its final flowering. It has been said: 


“The whole history of Christianity is 
found in five words: ‘God so loved 
the world.’ Its whole creed is stated 
in a sentence in Saint John’s First 
Epistle: ‘We have come to know and 
have believed the love that God has 
in our behalf.’ Its whole moral code 
is stated in the command: ‘Diliges,’ 
which means: ‘You must give Me 
love for love, you must give Me your 
heart in exchange for all that My 
Heart has given you.’ ” 


Therefore, does it not follow that 
Christianity is identified with no other 
devotion as it is with devotion to the 
Sacred Heart? 

In the author’s preface found in the 
1920 edition and omitted in the 1953 
reprint, Father Pesch writes: 


“Devotion to the Saéred Heart is 
devotion to the love of our divine 
Savior, a love which has met with 
so much ingratitude, and which is 
symbolized by His human heart. It 
is practised mainly by acts of repa- 
ration and by returning love for love. 


Again: 


“Everything that we can say about 
devotion to the Sacred Heart may 
be summed up under the title of 
friendship with Jesus. This thought, 
moreover, that Jesus is our best 
Friend, contains at the same time the 
strongest motive for a fervent prac- 
tice of this devotion to the Heart of 
Jesus.” 


Saint Augustine; who is sometimes 
represented holding a heart in his hand 
as a symbol of the ardent tenderness of 
his love for God and for souls, liked to 
say that only those who are themselves 
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Rosary 
Action 


By John S. Johnson 


At Fatima, the Blessed Mother told us that meditation is the 
essential feature of the Rosary—wor the mere telling of the beads. 

But many persons, unschooled in the ways of formal prayer, 
are frightened at the prospect of meditation. 

Here, Mr. Johnson, by sharing the simple secret of his own 
methods shows how it is possible for anyone to fulfill Our 
Blessed Lady’s request for meditative devotion. 

The author's clear approach to the problem is made to order 
for those caught up in the feverish activity of day-to-day living. 
Here indeed is a fresh antidote for spiritual stagnation that 
will be welcomed by all who seek a deeper appreciation of 
Mary and her favorite prayer. Paper, $1.75 


The Summa 
of the Christian 
Life. Vol. x 


Selected texts from the Writings of 
Venerable Louis of Granada, O.P. 
Translated and Adapted by 

Jordan Aumann, O.P. 


This is the best synthesis of the spiritual doctrine of Fray Louis of Granada 
that has ever been compiled. More than a mere collection or anthology— 
it is a carefully arranged grouping of passages selected from his complete 
works. 

The chapters have been arranged in the order of the questions of the 
Summa Theologica of St. Thomas of Aquinas so that the book is com- 
pletely unified theologically. In this, the first of three volumes, he treats 
of the existence and nature of God, the Trinity, creation and the wonders 
of the universe. And because Granada was, above all, a theologian for the 
laity, he is able to place the comprehension of these profound truths within 
the reach of everyone. $4.00 
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consumed with love, know the meaning 
of the language of love. His fiery and 
eloquent contemporary, Saint John 
Chrysostom, climaxed a magnificent 
defense of heroism in the service of 
Christ with the words: “All those that 
love understand my words.” The 
readers of Our Best Friend are given 
an admirable opportunity of deepen- 
ing their understanding of this lan- 
guage of divine love. 

K. SULLIVAN 





Reviews in Briefer Scope 


CatHotic Lirurcy. By Gasper Le- 
Febvre (Herder, St. Louis, 1954), 
300 pp. 

It is indicative of a hardy second 
Spring in the liturgical movement that 
books translated a generation ago, can 
re-issue now, with scarely a change, 
and continue their pioneering effort. 
Last year two of Kramp’s books fused 
into one, Live the Mass, helping more 
people do just that. 

Here another veteran of that First 
Legion, Gasper LeFebvre’s Catholic 
Liturgy, gets a new lease on life. 
Written in French and first published in 
that tongue in 1920, it had a first Eng- 
lish edition in 1924. Benziger produced 
it formerly, as addressed to the general 
public, with the decorative motifs used 
in the author’s St. Andrew Missal. Now 
Herder re-issues it, without decorative 
sugar-coating, and addressed chiefly to 
priests: “A complete liturgical manual, 
opening the way not only to the practi- 
cal understanding of the liturgy gen- 
erally, but also to the deeper study of 
this important subject by members of 
the clergy.” 

It is intended as an orientation man- 
ual in the liturgical movement. Its 
value is indicated by the fact that it 
has gone into Dutch, Polish, Italian, 
Czech, Portuguese and Spanish trans- 
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lations, as well as English. 

Its limitation is inherent in its date. 
The text touches nothing later than 
1924: the new matter is an appendix, 
Liturgy and Catholic Action, written 
in 1938. Since Divini cultus (1928), 
Mystici Corporis (1943) and Medi- 
ator Dei (1947) go unnoticed, the man- 
ual is called “complete” only of the 
1920’s. 

GERALD ELLArD, S.J. 
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Priests ARE LIKE PEOPLE. 
Eileen O’Hayre (Extension, 
cago), $1.00. 

This is another in the rash of cartoon 
books about people closely associated 
with the Church. We have had them 
about nuns and altar boys and house- 
keepers. That such a booklet was to 
appear about our priests was naturally 
to be expected. 

Admittedly, the first of these publi- 
cations, Two Little Nuns, was done in 
good taste and had some reasonably 
humorous situations. The same, how- 
ever, cannot be said for most of the 
others that leaped on the bandwagon, 
the last of which, under present ap- 
praisal, seems to be the worst. It offers 
little in taste or humor and is a rather 
futile effort to catch on to the Going My 
Way and Bells of St. Mary’s market. 

Several of the cartoons are not only 
not funny, but they would appear to 
verge on the sacrilegious. Particularly 
standing out in this respect is the car- 
toon in which two housekeepers are set- 
ting the table for dinner. Instructing 
the newcomer on the lighting of candles, 
the veteran says, “Light two for a 
snack—six for a big meal.” 

New Yorker magazine has for years 
made light of the clergy in their ex- 
pertly-done cartoons. While Catholic 
readers undoubtedly identified the car- 
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toon characters as non-Catholic clergy- 
men, nonetheless the negative effect on 
religion is generally the same. This re- 
viewer regards the attempt by Catholic 
publishers who choose to use the same 
kind of questionable humor as unfor- 
tunate. 

Priests Are Like People is neither 
funny nor.in very good taste if for no 
other reason than this, that priests are 
not just like people! 

Kevin THOMAS 


My Montuty ReEco.uuection Day. 
Edited by Bruno Hagspiel, 8.V.D. 
(Bruce, Milwaukee), 177 pp. $2.50. 
There has been a steadily growing 

practice among diocesan priests to with- 

draw from the round of parish duties 
on one day a month and adjust their 
perspective, deepen their convictions 
about the essentials of priestly life, 
examine their fidelity to the important 
“little things” of their ministry, go 
over the account they must render to 
the Great High Priest, revive their ordi- 
nation ideals, and even prepare for 
death. Each priest has his own pur- 
pose for making the day of recollection, 
but, in general, all are trying to follow 
the classical advice: respice finem. 
Fr. Bruno Hagspiel of the Society of 
the Divine Word has arranged, trans- 
lated and adapted some conferences 
of the Very Reverend William Gier, 

S.V.D., third Superior-General of the 

Society, for the use of religious on 

their day of recollection. The medita- 


tions cover the wide range that extends 
from the fundamental purposes of our 
being to the most delicate inspirations 
of the interior life. Besides the twelve 
conferences which treat of our final end, 
God’s will, sin, death, charity and 
Christ our model, we are given a few 
chapters on the purpose and process 
of the monthly retreat together with 
some pertinent questions about our con- 
duct. 

However, Fr. Gier’s book is not in- 
tended directly for diocesan priests, but 
for religious; in fact, some of the con- 
ferences appeared in Sponsa Regis, a 
review for nuns. A certain amount of 
adaptation might be needed if the book 
were used by diocesan priests; but the 
adaptation would be so easy that we 
cannot refrain from urging priests to 
make their own the treasury of ideas 
and ideals presented in this collection. 
The great fundamentals are the same 
for all of us, and priests on their day 
of recollection are often at a loss to 
find pertinent spiritual reading; most of 
what they bring along in books has to 
be adapted anyway. 

But My Monthly Recollection Day 
would make a very acceptable gift for 
religious brothers or sisters and could 
be recommended to them with assur- 
ance. Whether they use it month by 
month or go through the book at one 
sitting, they will find much to pondey. 
It may well be that the copy will soon 
be worn from use. 

JoHNn C. SELNeER, 8.8S., D.D. 
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Candles 


The craftsmen who make them .. . the men 
who service your account ... the 
principals in charge of management and 
production . . . all direct their energies 
entirely to the business of making and selling 
ecclesiastical candles for every church 

use and purpose. It is a specialty with us, 
and since quality is the basic ingredient 

in every candle we make, you may 

rely on the Mack-Miller name for 

complete satisfaction at all times. 


MACK-MILLER 
CANDLE CO., INC., Syracuse 1, New York New York - Chicago » Boston + New Orleans + Los Angeles 








The hushed silence . . . the air of awe and reverence as 
the consecrated elements are elevated, bespeak the mystic 
climax of the Mass, underscoring the solemn words of the 
Code that the candles used at this sacred ceremony be of 

pure beeswax “‘saltem in maxima parte.” 





CANDLE CO., INC. 
SYRACUSE, N.Y. 


The Pioneer Church Candle Manufacturers of America 





Will & Baumer craftsmen never tire in their zeal to make 


candles for Church use as free from adulterants and impuri- 
ties as it is humanly possible to achieve. Every candle is com- 
posed of pure beeswax in the precise amount stamped thereon. 








